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Will the Master Be Proud 
of You? 


If you knew that today were to be your last, 
Would it change your behavior at all? 

Would you gladly go with your face aglow 
To answer the Master’s call? 


If you knew that your book of life would close 
Today at the set of sun, 

What are the things you would strive to do? 
And what would you leave undone? 


Who knows? ‘Today may be your last, 
You cannot tell, nor I. 

For He who gives, takes life away— 
We know not when, nor why. 


So let us be loving, and kindly, and just, 
Let us do what we can each day 

Toward making this world a happier place 
Before we are called away. 


For each of us has his little share 

Of the Kingdom’s work to do. 

Are you satisfied that you’ve done your part? 
Will the Master be PROUD of you? 


Grace H. Poffenberger. 


A Little Song 


I heard a mocking bird at dawn of 


day; 
So sweet and cheering was its morn- 
ing song, 
No one, I thought, could listen to it 
long, 
Without the wish to gladly kneel 
and pray. 
‘Twas but a simple, singing little 
bird, 
But in its liquid notes God’s voice I 
heard! 
al George H. Lorah, D.D. 
© Tampa, Florida 
ey THE ZENIAN-BOUDOURIAN WEDDING IN BEIRUT, SYRIA 
ey The many friends of Mr. Levon Zenian in the Reformed Church will be pleased to 
uy see this interesting picture of the wedding party at his marriage in November to Miss 
BF Araxie Boudourian. It was taken at the gate of Mr. Zenian’s home in Beirut.) 
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English Churches I Like 


(See Cut on Cover Page) 

Across the Severn River from Clevedon, 
twenty miles (as the bird flies) to the 
north, stand the ruins of an old abbey. 
The secular buildings are almost gone, but 
the Church is still fairly well preserved. 
The roof and the central tower are, it is 
true, no longer there; but the walls and 
the Decorated Gothic window-tracery are 
beautiful enough to suggest the glory of 
the past. 

Tintern Abbey is one of the most ro- 
mantic ruins in England. The Church was 
built ’way back in the twelve hundreds,— 
long before America was-discovered. How 
long it has been in ruins I do not know. 
If, stands in a secluded green meadow on 
the banks of the Wye River,—a lovely 
stream that winds its way through steep 
and heavily wooded hillsides. 

It is not merely the beauty of the old 
Gothie Church, however, nor the loveliness 
of the Wye Valley, that gains my affection 
for this spot. It is because here I can 
feel myself in the company of great poets. 

Tennyson tells us that “Tears, idle tears 
was written in the yellowing autumn-tide 
at Tintern Abbey, full for me of its by- 
gone memories.” The silent ruins of a 
beautiful Church provided a perfect in- 
spiration for the lines: 

“Tears from some divine 
despair 

Rise in the heart and gather to the eyes, 

In looking on the happy Autumn-fields, 


the depth of 


By Cary J. WEBER 
IX. TINTERN ABBEY 


And thinking of the days that are no 
more.” 


Any place is dear to us that is “full of 
its bygone memories.” That is why Words- 
worth, who first saw Tintern Abbey in the 
summer of 1793, rejoiced at getting back 
to it five years later: 


“Five years have past; . . again I hear 
These waters, rolling from their moun- 
tain-springs 
With a soft inland murmur.—Once again 
Do I behold these steep and _ lofty 
cliffs . 
The day is come when I again repose 
Here, under this dark sycamore, and view 
These plots of cottage ground. 
Again I see 
These hedge-rows.” 


The memories of that first visit to this 
abode of natural loveliness rushed back 
upon him, and it is small wonder that, 
in speaking long afterwards of the poem 
from which I have just quoted, “Lines 
composed a few miles above Tintern Ab- 
bey,” he should remark: “No poem of 
mine was composed under circumstances 
more pleasant for me to remember than 
this.” 

During the years that followed his first 
visit, Wordsworth frequently thought of 
the valley of the old ruined Abbey Church: 


“How oft, in spirit, have I turned to thee, 


O. sylvan Wye! thou wanderer thro’ the 
woods, 
How often has my spirit turned to thee!” 


And now, as my own thoughts turn back 
to Tintern Abbey and I recall what is 
left of that beautiful western window be- 
neath which I have stood, mute reminder 
“of the days that are no more,” I am not 
unmindful that here in this secluded val- 
ley Wordsworth felt a presence that dis- 
turbed him with the joy 


“Of elevated thoughts; a sense sublime 

Of something far more deeply interfused, 

Whose dwelling is the lght of setting 
suns, 

And the round ocean and the living air, 

And the blue sky, and in the mind of 
man; 

A motion and a spirit, that impels 

All thinking things, all objects of all 
thought, 

And rolls through all things.” 


Allied to the pleasant recollection of my 
own yisit to the Abbey is this assurance, 
O ye memories of Wordsworth and of Ten- 
nyson, that I shall not soon forget 


“That after many wanderings, many years 

Of absence, these steep woods and lofty 
cliffs, 

And this green pastoral landscape, were 
to me 

More dear, both for themselves and for 
thy sake!” 


ONE. BOOK. “A sii 


MRS. EDDY AGAIN 


It is interesting to note how biogra- 
phers differ in their pictures of great per- 
sonalities. If one had to depend upon 
them alone he would not know, sometimes, 
whether our historic characters were saints 
or villains. Most of the biographers have 
pictured Washington as a man of com- 
manding stature, almost impeccable in his 
personal conduct, and that is the picture 
most of us have been brought up upon. 
But not long ago there came a biography 
which made him a very weak and rather 
smug, narrow-minded country gentleman, 
not free from some very human weak- 
nesses. Just this week a biography of 
Lincoln has come from the pen of Edgar 
Lee Masters which makes Lincoln an un- 
mitigated villain, a man of craft, hypo- 
erisy, falsehood, double-dealing, cunning, 
treachery, coarseness, vindictiveness and 
cruelty —to mention only a few of his 
faults. Indeed one cannot find one fine 
quality in Lineoln from reading Mr, Mas- 
ters’ book. (Personally, I have some doubt 
of the propriety of any publisher putting 
such a book on the market. It gave me 
the same feeling of disgust I have had in 
reading some Soviet, sacriligious, pam- 
phlets on Christ.) Mrs. Eddy has shared 
this same fate. Most of the stories of 
her life have been adulations, making her 
out a saint, philosopher and prophet, rank- 
ing with the great pioneers in human 
thought, or they have been diatribes 
against her, making her owt a charlatan, 
plagiarist and shrewd old woman who hum- 
bugged the people. It will be remembered 
what a stir Dakin’s book on Mrs. Eddy 
made among the Christian Scientists two 
years ago when it was even rumored they 
tried to boyeott the publishers (Seribners), 


and prohibit its sale in the book stores 
around the country. 

Now we have another story of Mrs. 
Eddy which is neither fulsome eulogy nor 
denunciation of her and her works, but a 
sympathetic and perhaps fair appraisal of 
her character and her teachings: “Mary 
Baker Eddy—A Life Sized Portrait” by 
Lyman P. Powell. (The Macmillan Com- 
pany). Mr. Powell is an Episcopalian 
elergyman and educator who has had many 
contacts with Christian Scientists in his 
parishes:in New England and other places, 
and for many years he has been calmly 
and dispassionately studying the Chris- 
tian Science movement with the purpose 
of discovering the secret of its remarkable 
success and what its real teaching is. This 
naturally led him to become interested in 
the founder of the movement—and the re- 
sult is this most interesting book. When 
he made known his plans to write the 
story of Mrs. Eddy’s life to the directors 
of the Mother Church in Boston, so great 
was their confidence in him that they 
placed all their documents at his disposal, 
with the result that there is much new 
material here which throws new light upon 
the famous founder of this new religion. 


I recommend the reading of this book 
to all students of religion because it is 
written by one who, while not holding 
the philosophy of ‘Christian Science, sees 
plainly those elements in the religion 
which have won thousands to accept it and 
frankly acknowledges the great good it 
has done to thousands of discouraged and 
ailing people. No religion could have 
won so many thousands of intelligent peo- 
ple to it and built Churches all over the 
land which did not have something of real 
value to offer. Mr. Powell is perfectly 


right in his position that no religion could 
have made the place for itself Christian 
Science has if it were based on humbug 
and no charlatan or misguided woman 
could have gathered so many devoted and 
satisfied disciples to herself. While the 
story of Mrs. Eddy’s childhood and awak- 
ening, her finding of herself, her early be- 
ginnings of teaching and healing, her writ- 
ing of the famous book, are all graphically 
told here, it is the analysis of her teach- 
ing, presented at some length; lucidly and 
with real understanding, that chiefly ap- 
pealed to me. Whatever one may think 
about the philosophy underlying Christian 
Science, no one can deny that a new flood 
of prayer and a new consciousness of God 
as indwelling power and love was let loose 
upon the world. To quote our author: “It 
was perhaps in her presentation of God as 
‘incorporeal, divine, supreme, infinite Mind, 
Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, Love,’ 
that Mrs. Eddy towered in her teaching. 
Sometimes, when she opened her soul con- 
cerning prayer, her students were swept 
up to a perception of the way to become 
a ‘new’ creature in Christ Jesus.” In an 
age when materialism was blinding the 
eyes of men to spiritual realities and the 
Church was speaking of the joy that 
awaited us hereafter, Mrs. Eddy came with 
an ardent gospel of the spiritual life as 
the only reality, the only enduring thing, 
material things being but tools to be used 
by spirit in its high purposes and with a 
gospel that heaven was here and now, that 
oneness with God was as possible and real 
now as it will ever be, that here and now 
we were denizens of heaven, children of 
God, above matter and circumstance, and 
with full access to the reservoirs of power 
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THE NEXT STEP IN CHURCH UNION 


The discussions and actions of various Classes during 
recent weeks serve to confirm the conviction of the MeEs- 
SENGER that the most feasible, practicable, and popular 
movement for Church union which has come before our 
denomination in recent years was the movement for the 
union of the Evangelical Synod of North America and the 
Reformed Church in the United States. This, we believe, 
could have been consummated in a comparatively short 
time, at least within our own generation. And we are 
convinced that the decision of our Commission to cease 
negotiations in this direction, even for a short time, was 
most unwise. Perhaps in the end, however, it may prove 
to be a blessing in disguise, because it may so arouse senti- 
ment throughout our fellowship that decisive action will 
be demanded at the earliest possible moment. 


We have been asked to state what we think of the pro- 
posal to challenge the Evangelical Synod to go with us 
into the Pan-Presbyterian Union. We fear that such a 
proposal means little or nothing. It is questionable whether 
we have the right to make such a proposition to the Evan- 
gelical Synod. Are we ourselves thoroughly convinced 
that we could go into the Pan-Presbyterian Union on the 
terms proposed? Moreover, is that union a probable 
achievement within the next generation or two? Or is it, 
perchance, a mirage which will disappear as you approach 
it? These are questions which should be very carefully 
considered before we call upon others to go with us into 
this larger union. If there be those among us who hold 
a different view, they are entitled to state their arguments. 

Christianity Today, which calls itself “a Presbyterian 
journal devoted to stating, defending, and furthering the 
gospel in the modern world,” has already come out in op- 
position to the “partial report” adopted by the representa- 
tives of the five Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
which have prepared a plan for organic union. The terms 
of this plan are considered entirely unsatisfactory and di- 
visive. This journal objects in part because it claims that 
the property rights of minorities are not safeguarded, and 
an un-Presbyterian doctrine of the infallibility of Church 
courts is proclaimed in the plan. But chiefly Christianity 
Today opposes the plan because of its doctrinal position. 
It says, “That the proposed plan departs widely from tle 


present standards of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
A., for instance, both as regards doctrine and polity, ought 
to be perfectly obvious to all from the questions it pro- 
poses to put to Ministers ‘before their ordination or admis- 
sion to a charge.’ According to the existing standards 
Presbyterian Ministers are required to ‘receive and adopt 
the Confession of Faith as containing the system of doc- 
irvine taught in the Holy Scripture,’ but in the proposed plan 
of union they are merely required to “believe and acknowl- 
edge the fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith pro- 
fessed by the united Church and contained in its standards’ 
—a change so radical that it virtually means the rejection 
of the Calvinistic or Reformed Faith as the doctrinal posi- 
tion of the united Church.” This zealous guardian of “the 
true faith once delivered to the saints’? therefore submits 
that the “united Church” would be, alas, “a non-Calvinistic 
Church (since it would not require its ministers to accept 
the Calvinistic system of doctrine)”, and he thinks it is 
“high time” right now for those who “perceive the real 
nature” of this pernicious and heretical plan to “make 
themselves articulate.” 

This attitude simply emphasizes the correctness of the 
MESSENGER’s recently expressed suspicion that the proposed 
plan will have a rather rough road to travel. We repeat 
that if our pastors and people are desirous of making 
real progress in the direction of organic union, within the 
lifetime of any of those now living, our best chance is in 


the direction of the Evangelical Synod of North America. 
* * * 


APPLYING THE GOLDEN RULE 


There is no rule of conduct that should be applied more 
generously by Christians, during this season of Lent, than 
the one given to us by our Saviour when He said, “All 
things therefore whatsoever ye would that men should do 
unto you, even so do ye also unto them.” We delight to call 
it “The Golden Rule.” It is true that something akin to 
this rule is found in some of the ethnic religions, but theirs 
is negative while His is positive. Theirs is made of brass, 
His is wrought in gold. Theirs places the point of con- 
tact upon self, His places it upon others. They teach, 
“what you do not want others to do unto you, do not do 
that to them.” 

The story of the life and experiences of “Golden Rule 
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Nash’’ is full of interest and instruction. It is the story 
ofa man who wandered far from the fellowship of Jesus 
Christ and then found himself again. After that he applied 
the Golden Rule in all of his business transactions, and 
discovered that it was even good business to use this measur- 
ing rod in dealing with his fellowmen. 

Today, when the army of the unemployed reaches into 
the millions, many of whom are in dire distress, many eager 
and anxious for work, a very personal challenge comes 
home to Christian men and women. Questions such as, 
“Am I my brother’s keeper’”, are bound to confront us. 
Can I as a follower of Jesus Christ refuse to apply this 
rule in my relations to these my unfortunate and hungry 
brethren? Is there not an obligation resting upon me to 
minister to them and to share with them of my abundance? 
Such queries must be answered. Words of sympathy are 
good enough as far as they go, but they do not go far 
enough. Surely we would not be satisfied, we could not be 
clothed and fed, if sympathy was all that we would receive 
when cold and hunger were gnawing at our very vitals. 
Nor would we be satisfied with alms doled out to us through 
some charity organization. Work is what many of these 
unemployed are wanting, and that is what we and all other 
virile men would desire under the same conditions. The 
needy ones are lying at our gates. They are standing at 
our doors, and are passing us on our streets. It ill becomes 
Dives to be feasting when others are asking for crumbs 
from his table. 


Mr. Hoover said in his Lincoln Day address: “We are 
going through a period when character and courage are on 
trial, and when the very faith that is within us is under 
test. Our people are meeting this test .. . never before has 
there been such an outpouring of the spirit of self-sacrifice 
and of service.” For all of this we take courage and thank 
God. With Lent as our golden opportunity for doing good, 
shall we use these special services of the sanctuary for our 
spiritual upbuilding, and the penitential days for speaking 
to the unchurched in the name of the Christ Who loves 
them? If we were out there, what would we want those 
who are in here to do? Let us use His rule of service 
gladly and generously. Do this, and we have His assur- 
ance that in so doing we are serving Him. 


Ave MES: 
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WHY THE SHRINKAGE? 


The shrinking incomes of the several Boards of our 
Church suggest the question “Why?” The first answer is 
sure to be: “It naturally follows the general financial de- 
pression.” 


But there are many evidences that notwithstanding the 
depression there is much money among the people. Com- 
mercial receipts have been seriously affected, millions have 
suffered unemployment, invested funds have not been mak- 
ing their expected returns. But strange as it may seem 
savings bank balances have been growing, life insurance 
companies made record sales last year, more gasoline was 
consumed, the demand for certain luxuries has been nor- 
mal and in some instances has increased. It is true that 
there has been much real suffering; but on the other hand 
much money is being poured into certain channels in un- 
diminished volumes. The business depression is a cause 
of the difficulty in which our Boards find themselves; but 
not the entire cause. 


The present condition is a re-action to the prosperity we 
have previously enjoyed. In accord with the adage, “Easy 
come, easy go,” the period of prosperity became a period of 
free spending. Washing machines, sweepers, radios, furni- 
ture, new homes, automobiles—down and monthly payments 
were not large, and we could afford them. Suddenly came 
the crash. We became serious and frightened when we 
projected our total indebtedness against the black back- 
ground of a vanished salary. Almost over night we be- 
came a thrifty nation, cutting our expenditures down to 
the very lowest mark, and making one dollar serve where 
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sibles are some which certain disagreeable busybodies are 
calling luxuries. 

In much the same way the period of prosperity affected 
congregations. There has never been such a period of 
Church building and equipping—and the creating of Church 


debts. Had the prosperity continued all would have been 
well. As it is many a congregation is staggering under 


its burden. Not only is the apportionment unpaid, but the 
current obligations are being met with great difficulty. 

As individuals we may be learning valuable lessons. It 
may be easier now to lay up for the rainy day which is 
bound to come, no matter how regularly the sun shines,— 
to resist the high powered salesmen,—to suppress the de- 
sire “to keep up with the Joneses.” Floundering in the 
quicksands of material things, we may be impelled to take 
a firmer hold upon God, the solid Rock,—and “to lay up 
treasures in heaven where neither moth nor rust doth cor- 
rupt.” 

It may become clearer that much congregational leth- 
argy can be attributed to spiritual myopia. The congrega- 
tion becomes near-sighted because its eyes are kept fixed 
upon the local needs. In subordinating the broader needs 
of the Church we are inadvertently teaching the people to 
subordinate the needs of their congregation. The standard 
set up for them is that of the overflowing cup rather than 
that of the widow who shared with the prophet her last 
handful of meal. Our present experience may cause us 
to look out upon the extensive field of needy humanity. 
This will bring a new enthusiasm and the revival for which 
we have been waiting so long. 

F. W. BALp. 

Detroit, Michigan. oe 


AN AMAZING SPECTACLE 


One of the evidences that all is not well in America is 
to be found in the astounding spectacle witnessed in New 
York City, on February 7th. It was the funeral of a Bronx 
gangster, gunman, and racketeer known as “Joe the Baker.” 
A few days before, this notorious character of the under- 
world had been killed with sawed-off shot guns loaded with 
buckshot, and we are told he went to his grave in a 
$15,000 solid bronze coffin with silver drop sides, followed 
by 40 cars filled with gorgeous flowers in a one hundred 
car procession which is said to have eclipsed anything 
before seen in our greatest city. Back in 1924, a Chicago 
racketeer had a funeral which was considered the most 
splendid ever given to a gangster, and at which there were 
26 carloads of flowers, but “Joe the Baker’s” funeral far 
outshone that of Dion O’Banion, and is said to have cost 
all of $40,000, while no less than 40 detectives mingled 
with a crowd of 10,000 which gathered at the late home 
of the dead man. It is said that word had been passed 
around before the funeral that the detectives would be on 
hand, and so when the officers deftly patted the hips, belts 
and sides of all the males who joined the procession into 
the apartment where the body lay in state, no weapons were 
found. Thus, this funeral was deprived of one of the 
erim touches which marked O’Banion’s passing, when 
many gangsters checked their pistols in the ante-room of 
the undertaking parlor. 

“Joe the Baker” was only 29, but he was a powerful and 
important figure in the liquor and alcohol racket, as well 
as a bookmaker at the races, in addition to other activities 
which brought him into quite frequent contacts with the 
police. A chance visitor, unacquainted with the facts, would 
have supposed that “Joe the Baker” was a great, good man 
who died in bed in the fullness of years, after serving his 
country with fidelity and distinction. 

The floral pieces numbered several hundreds and some 
were so large that they could not be carried into the house, 
but were hoisted up on the roof of the building where they 
were viewed by admiring crowds, after taking a last look 
at the departed gangster. It took five funeral directors to 
manage the affair, and newspaper reporters described the 
funeral as “an emotional tempest, tearful and wailing.” To 
lift the solid bronze coffin required ten husky men, as the 


two or more had been required. Among the dispensibles 


cortege started for the Church of Our Lady of Mount _ 
were contributions to the Church. Among the indispen- 


Carmel, where high mass was celebrated. According to — 
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the New York Herald Tribune, Mr. Catania, otherwise 
known as “Joe the Baker,” was “a frequent attendant at 
this Church during his lifetime and a generous supporter 
of its work.” The body was interred in a temporary grave, 
and will be moved later to a $20,000 mausoleum. 
Probably all of the foregoing preaches its own sermon. 
There is enough in it to make every thoughtful Christian 
citizen give some time to serious reflection during this 


Lenten Season. 
* a * 


WHO ARE THE “YOUTH SPONSORS’? 


Some 300 young men and women who have been camp- 
ers at Fern Brook or Mensch Mill are now engaged in a 
quiet movement to create in the Eastern Synod what might 
be called The Fellowship of Youth Sponsors. They are 
telling to their friends, both laymen and ministers, the 
simple but fascinating story of life at camp and inviting 
these friends to become part of a group of investors in “a 
building not made with hands.” For that is what the camp 
movement at its best means,—it is one of our surest ways 
of commending religion to youth and developing a type of 
religious life that can stand and withstand in our difficult 
modern world. 

Our Director of Leadership Training puts it in these 
trenchant words: “In order to give their effort in behalf of 
Camp Mensch Mill definiteness and strength, our campers 
are all using the same materials and methods. They are 
distributing a folder which contains striking pictures of the 
camp and the 1930 group of campers. They challenge 
their friends to consider what the camp program may do 
for the bringing of more vitality and joy into the religious 
life of young people. They encourage the purchase of 
Youth Sponsor Certificates as a promising investment in 
the education of Christian youth. What our campers are 
thus saying to us, is of great moment. They may not use 
these words, but they are thinking these thoughts: ‘You 
who are grown up have spoken much in recent years about 
young people. You are perplexed and fearful because 
some of us seem not to care for the Church. Here is your 
opportunity to help strengthen a movement that has already 
made religion real and inviting to many young people. Will 
you prove your concern for youth and your faith in the 
Christian enterprise by joining The Fellowship of Youth 
Sponsors?’ Those of us who have lived the camp life 
and are therefore intimately aware of its religious values 
believe that the Eastern Synod has seldom faced a more 
significant question.” 

It is needless to say that the MESSENGER stands four- 
square behind this movement, and proposes to support it 
to the limit. There are organizations as well as individ- 
uals in the Eastern Synod to whom this should immediately 
appeal. If you want to make a good investment, buy one 
of these Certificates, and do it promptly. 

* * * 


HEART TO HEART 


It is told of Dr. Louis Edwards, a great Welsh preacher 
and teacher of the last century, that he once addressed this 
counsel to his students at Bala College: “You will find 
among your congregations different sorts of people, and 
people of very varied attainments. You will find there the 
intelligent few, the knowing many, and the ignorant mass. 
I would advise you to ignore the knowing many, and preach 
to the ignorant mass; and you will please the intelligent 
few.” This is a powerful summons to speak to our hearers 
simply and lovingly of the treasures of grace. Professor 
David Smith of Belfast used to say that “the deepest 
thought is always the simplest.’ And this renowned teach- 
er of homiletics added: “If our preaching be mere testi- 
mony, then it will appeal only to simple folk; and if it be 
mere philosophy, then it will miss these; and while it may 
please the intellectual, it will not satisfy their deepest need. 
Christian preaching is more than testimony and more than 
philosophy ; it appeals to those spiritual instincts and aspira- 
tions which stir in every human breast and unite us all, 
rich and poor, learned and unlearned, in a common brother- 
nood. Appeal merely to the intellectual, and you are a 


rhetorician ; appeal to the heart, and justify to the intellect 
the heart’s affections, and you are a Christian preacher.” 

We were reminded of this when we read, in the Chris- 
tian Century of February 18th, the stimulating article en- 
titled, “A Young Minister’s Counter-Revolt,” written by 
our friend Dr. E. G. Homrighausen, of our Carrolton Ave. 
Church, Indianapolis. He tells of the hopeful temper of 
many younger ministers today, and describes it as “‘a nausea 
brought on by the foolish ravings and rantings of some of 
our influential intellectuals.” He describes vividly the 
specious temptation of so many ministers, to aim primarily 
at a reputation for scholarship, so as to be able to “dissect 
and diagnose intellectually inferior brethren, and be counted 
wise by a dumb audience!” With this was usually associ- 
ated the disposition to sneer at all those who exalted faith 
and morals above academic degrees and scientific dogma- 
tism. Dr. Homrighausen says that many are discovering 
the sterility and unreality of these pretensions and are turn- 
ing away in bitter disappointment from these sour grapes. 
“The Christian religion is not primarily an intellectual ap- 
peal,’ he says; “faith comes before knowledge. We must 
become far more desperate about God than about logic.” 

This protest against “scribal Pharisaism” is most timely. 
It is to be hoped that it will be far more fully reflected in 
the pulpits of the land than it has been in recent years. We 
cannot expect the hearts of the people in the pews to be 
truly stirred unless there is in the pulpit a man whose heart 
is on fire for God and His truth. “Send us men with hot 
hearts,” was the plea which came from a non-Christian 
land; it is the appeal which is still coming from many who 
are wistful, unsatisfied, and hungry to hear those who 
strike the spiritual note, because they themselves have ex- 
perienced the grace of God in their hearts. 

ee ee 3 


THE PARABLE OF THE LITTLE BOY AND 
THE CHRISTMAS FEAST 


Behold! early on Christmas morning little Willie came 
down stairs, and taking his stocking from the fireplace 
where it was hung, ate all the candy in it. Then he ate 
several candy canes and wound up with eating buckwheat 
cakes and sausage for breakfast. At noon he ate turkey 
and at night he filled up on rich candies and went to bed, 
happy. 

Lo! the next day Dr. Brown called and prescribed for 
Willie, who was very ill, and forsooth, unhappy. The doc- 
tor knew what to do, as he had a number of such cases 
that morning. Willie was put on a strict diet and really 
did not care to eat for a week. 

How like foolish Willie this old world of ours has been 
in the last few years! For a number of years our country 
was progressing moderately. Everybody seemed happy, 
but along comes the year 1929 when everything was pro- 
duced in excess. Prosperity seemed doubling up every- 


where. More steel—more autos—more grain, was pro- 
duced. The country was having a gorgeous gorge. Then 
came Dr. Brown with his pills and lean days. The year 


1931 will be over by the time the period of convalescence 
ends, but 1932 will usher in a very much more healthy 
season, thanks to the bitter pills we are taking in these lean 
days! 

Sarem, 1%, 


The Parables of 
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THE PARABLE OF THE HOMILIES 


In order not to break the line of succession in the fifth 
generation, Samantha’s son is enrolled as a student of 
theology in a great School of the Prophets, and it is well 
that there should be another to wear the robe, harangue 
the people, and hope to turn the world upside down with 
his Oratory. 
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Now he has gotten to the point where he writes homilies, 
which is a difficult task in the art called Hom-i-let-ics. Some 
of these he speaks to congregations worshipping in clap- 
board churches on the outskirts of Great Babylon, for a 
consideration of carfare and legitimate expenses. And 
other homilies he writes and sends to his parents, and it be 
these latter that bring in more tangible and speedier returns 
than the spoken ones, for they be different in many re- 
spects. To the Church people he saith, “Dearly beloved” ; 
to us he writes, ‘“Dear dad and mother.” To them he ex- 
plaineth that they shall do certain things thus and so. To 
us he writes, “Money is low and I need some by Friday.” 
And he getteth it. For a preacher in the making should 
have no intimations during his student years of what's 
coming later on when he ‘weareth the black tie and the 
cheerful smile that cometh not off, and he doth experience 
days when he knoweth not whether the Lord is his Shep- 
herd and Banker, or whether the Banker who is likewise 
the President of the Board of Trustees is his Master. We 
therefore encourage him in the writing of domestic homi- 
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lies with what the bank pass book shows, while the people 
of the struggling missions discourage him with plate col- 
lections. We like his homilies for their brevity, pity the 
Church people for their long suffering endurance, and 
hope for the best. We know that once a minister lays his 
hand to the Gospel plow, he will not look back nor let go, 
no matter what sort of animal is under the yoke and com- 
pelled to pull the plow. The Proof of the Call is not in 
the quotation of Bible texts, but in the great multitude of 
men who remain in the ministry, no matter how small the 
stipend or how mean or unappreciative the leaders of con- 
gregations may turn out to be. Putting a son through the 
Schools of the Church without the help of the Church is 
a great game, and all of us get a Great Kick out of it. A 
preacher in the family gives the Whole Tribe an eclat 
(whatever that may be) that not even a millionaire bestows 
upon them; for the preacher dieth poor and is covered with 
glory and eulogies, whereas men question where and how 
the money-bags got his pile. And thus endeth the parable 
on Homilies, 


Make Lent a Means to Spiritual Awakening 


on Spiritual Resources of the Executive Committee of General Synod 


A Message from the Committee 


Ministers and people of the Reformed 
Church should put forth every effort to 
make the observance of Lent a means to 
spiritual awakening. 

It may be assumed, no doubt, that dur- 
ing this season the daily practice of. the 
technique of Christian living will be em- 
phasized with renewed conviction. This 
technique should include the habit of pray- 
er, meditation, Bible study, worship, Chris- 
tian fellowship and service. 

But more is necessary. In challenging 
manner the call should reach the hearts 
of our people to yield themselves to the 
deep searchings of the spirit. For when 
once it is the burden of our prayer: 


“Search me, OG God, and know my heart: 
Try me and know my thoughts; 
And see if there be any way of wick- 
edness in me”’— 


the hour of spiritual awakening is at hand. 


In that hour we shall face our life as 
it is and feel impelled to confess failure 
and sin. Before God, we must acknowl- 
edge that in hearts and homes the altars 
of God go unlighted; the Church and her 
worship receive only the fag ends of 
crowded days and lives are barren of spir- 
itual fruitage. 

In congregational and denominational 
enterprises we mistake shadows for reali- 
ties, expend labor for that which is not 
bread and forget that the ends of the King- 
dom are the enthronement and rule of love 
in the hearts of men. 

The material forces of society ruthlessly 
override the supreme values of human life, 
——and we are so little concerned. 


We can face the sins of our life,—per- 
sonal, ecclesiastical, social,—only in the 


Effective Evangelism 


deepest contrition. When once we see our- 
selves as sinners who keep the Christ hang- 
ing on the cross we shall begin to recon- 
struct our lives more fully in accord with 
His purpose and then a new day in our 
spiritual history will dawn. 

In a positive way, also, our people should 
be challenged to link up their lives with 
God, “the one without whom we cannot 
live,” and to venture more than they have 
on the side of the forces that make life 
more beautiful and the world more just. 

In the proportion in which during these 
weeks we walk with the Christ, think His 
thoughts, catch His enthusiasms and share 
the purpose of His presence in the world, 
—in that proportion we shall awake to the 
reality of the world of the Spirit in which 
He is Master and Lord. 

William F. Kosman, 
Chairman. 


THE Rev. Rurus C. ZarTMAN, M.A., S.T.D., Superintendent of Evangelism 


The Christian home, the Sunday School, 
and the catechetical class will or ought 
to win and train the children for Christ 
and the Church. Many children are with- 
out Christian parents, and without the 
saving benefits of the Bible School, and 
millions of adults in America are wholly 
outside of all Christian advantages. These 
constitute the majority of our population 
of one hundred and twenty-three millions 
in the United States. These unevangelized, 
unchurched, unsaved people are distributed 
all over our vast and beautiful country. 
There are some in every town, city, and 
community in our land. This constitutes 
a gigantic home mission problem. These 
people should be reached for Christ and 
the Church. They must be given the gos- 
pel. This is the great work of evangelism, 
to give out the glad tidings of salvation, 
to make friends for Jesus, citizens of and 
workers in the Kingdom of God. How to 
accomplish this high and grand purpose 
is a most interesting and practical ques- 
tion. It is the aim of this paper to sug- 
gest ways and means which constitute 
effective evangelism. 

Jesus won people to discipleship and 
service by personal contacts. Such ex- 
amples come before us in the gospel nar- 


Peter, John, James, 
Philip, Nathaniel, Matthew, Nicodemus, 
the woman at the well, the man in the 
graveyard, Zaccheus, Bartimeus, Mary and 
Martha, Lazarus, Mary Magdalene, Salome, 
Joanna, Saul of Tarsus, et. al. 


Apostles and others used this Jesus 
method of personal contacts. Andrew 
brought Simon, Philip brought Nathaniel, 
Andrew and Philip brought the Greeks, 
Peter won Cornelius and his household, 
Philip the deacon won the Ethiopian, and 
Paul won hosts in this way. The Twelve 
and the Seventy, going two by two and 
making contacts with men and women, 
won them for God and the Kingdom. The 
hundred and twenty on Pentecost did it in 
like manner by personal effort. The 
thousands after Pentecost went every- 
where evangelizing, witnessing and win- 
ning people for, Christ by personal con- 
tacts. This method, originated and used 
by our Lord. and used by His disciples, 
has been most signally owned and blest 
of God. It has no peer nor rival, past or 
present. It is the one all-sufficient and 
most effective method. “Go out into the 
highways and hedges and constrain them 
to come in, that My House may be filled.” 

Evangelism is not the only thing the 


ratives in Andrew, 


Chureh has to do; but that is its real, 
primary, supreme business: all beside is 
secondary, no matter how important it 
may be. This is where and how Jesus 
Christ started His Chureh on Pentecost 
and it is the kind of Church He wants 
today,—the evangelizing,  soul-winning 
Church. We may safely and assuredly con- 
clude then, that the real business of the 
Church is the conversion of men and wo- 
men, the salvation of the world. Nothing 
else will do. This only makes the Church 
truly successful. Read Mark 16:15, Matt. 
28:18-20, Acts 1:8. 

Evangelism implies work and for it 
there must be workers. Where can we 
get them? This is a time of much un- 
employment, and it should be easy to get 
workers. In the Church it is always a 
time of unemployment. Here is an army 
of unemployed people. Today a pastor of 
a Methodist Church said to me: “My 
Church has 450 members, and only about 
125 of them really do anything.” That is 
pathetic, and portrays a condition that 
obtains in the Churehes generally. The 
Church is a big institution and the poor- 
est employer of labor of any business 
house. 


idle. It is a great pity they were ever — 
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: taught to sing—‘Oh, to be nothing, only 
to lie at the Master’s feet!” It may have 
been well intended, but it has been par- 
alyzing to many. If any business house, 
factory, or firm would allow its employees 
to be idle, like the Church does, it would 
go into bankruptcy in less than six months. 

It is reported that 11,000 Churches of 
three denominations in 1929 didn’t add a 
single new member by profession of faith. 
That signifies many regiments of unem- 
ployed members in just three commun- 
ions. How much higher the aggregate will 
be when we add the unemployed of all 
the rest. A very pertinent and practical 
question arises here, to wit: Why are so 
many Church members idle, disengaged, 
unemployed? They can truly say—‘Lord, 
no man hath hired us.” The fault is not 
theirs. They have not been challenged 
to work by their supposed, nominal lead- 
ers. They have not been made “fishers of 
men.” Many have not even heard that it 
is their privilege, much less their duty, to 
win souls for Jesus Christ. They wait for 
leadership. They must be told and shown, 
and then will they gladly go and glean for 
their Lord. Only last night after speak- 
ing upon visitation evangelism in a com- 
munity meeting, a Christian lady of more 
than ordinary intelligence said to me— 
“Never before did I hear that subject pre- 
‘sented in the pulpit.” I have no consola- 
tion in the thought that she is not of my 
communion. Multitudes like her are wait- 
ing to be informed and interested and to 
be employed. 

You can get the evangelistic workers in 
your own ‘Church. You ask, “How shall 
I proceed, what shall I do?” May I sug- 
gest a very practical and highly success- 
ful method, which is compartively new, 
except that the roots of it are in the New 
Testament. To prepare for this method 
you may need to simplify Church organ- 
ization; you may need to merge some and 
eliminate others. You likely have too 
many organizations. Most Churches are 
over-organized; they have too much mach- 
inery, more harness than horse. About 
two organizations in any Church are ade- 
quate. Subsidiary work could be done by 
committees. 

Form a ‘Woman’s Guild, and a Men’s 
League. Declare and consider every wo- 
man in your Church a member of the 
Guild. Declare and regard every man in 
your Church a member of the League. 
Both the Guild and the League are to 
work at two things and the same things, 
namely: 1. To increase the Church member- 
ship. 2. To increase Church attendance. 


Divide your field or parish into sectors 
or areas according to the size of your 
field, and the membership of your Church. 
Let us assume that you have made 12 
sectors. Then divide the Guild and the 
League each into 12 groups. Each group 
shall elect a President and a Secretary. 
The pastor is President, convener and 
director of both Guild and League. 


Assign to each group of men and wo- 
men a sector of your parish. That will 
place 24 teams in each sector. Ask every 
member of every group to devote two 
hours per week to the work assigned: one 
hour to increase Church membership, and 
one hour to increase Church attendance. 
The request is moderate, and they will 
respond. 

The first work to be done after the 
organization is effected is to make a thor- 
ough house-to-house survey of the parish, 
to ascertain who is who, to know what is 
to be done. Each and every sector will 
be canvassed by the groups assigned to 
that area. These surveyors will find many 
things: they will find non-churched, un- 
churehed, detached, unsaved people, the 


sick, the sorrowing, the suffering, the poor,. 


the needy, the unemployed, the careless, 
the indifferent, the lukewarm, the back- 
sliding, children and youth for Sunday 
School, ete. At once an abundance of 
work will be found for all workers, and 
most interesting work. The members of 
every group, after the survey, should con- 


vene for conference and apportionment 
of the work that has been found to be 
done. As the work proceeds new work 


will constantly be discovered. Work pro- 
vided for all solves a great problem. It 
is contemplated to sustain this work at 
least ten months of each and every year. 
This makes a working Church, and such 
a Church becomes “the salt of the earth” 
and “the light of the world.” Every 
Church has about one “leading man” and 
one “leading woman.” This plan and way 
of doing makes e man a “leading 
man” and every woman a “leading woman,” 
beeause everybody is leading someone to 
Jesus. And that is what every Chureh on 
earth needs to be. This method saves both 
the Church and the world; it saves the 
Church from indifference and worldliness, 
and it saves the world from sin and death; 
and to both it brings the joy of the Lord. 

You are now asking two questions: 1. 
Has this plan been tried? 2. Does it 
work? It has been tried and is being 


Very 


LENTEN PRAYERS 


Unclean 


Here, like a penitent, 
Dear Lord, I kneel, 

Hands, heart and eyes unclean, 
Do Thou me heal. 

Cleansed and absolved of Thee, 
Let me now feel, 

Glowing within my heart, 
Thy Spirit’s zeal. 


Thy Will Be Done 


Thy will, not mine, O Lord, 
Be done by me this day; 
Direct Thou every thought and 
word, 
Nor let me from Thee stray. 


Thy will, O Lord, not mine 
Be made my only guide, 

Until my will be changed to Thine, 
And I in Thee abide. 


Ambrose M. Schmidt, D.D. 


used joyously by some alert, alive, ag- 
gressive pastors. Here are a couple of 
illustrations: A pastor in Toledo adopted 
it and is using it with supreme satisfac- 
tion and delight. In the first year of this 
method he received 77 new members at 
the first Communion, and 136 at the sec- 
ond Communion—total, 213. Besides, his 
Church has a perennial spiritual quicken- 
ing with peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 
and the whole community about his Church 
is being served and blest as never before. 
A pastor at Elgin uses this method with 
the same happy results to his Church and 
community. He had the following addi- 
tions to his Church in the first year: At 
the first Communion 41, at the second 54, 
at the third 58, at the fourth 64, at the 
fifth 84, Grand total in one year, 301. 
Any pastor, any Chureh can use this 
method with equally gratifying, happify- 
ing and blessed results. You can easily 
realize how this plan worked faithfully 
by a Chureh makes a new Church out of 
an old one; how it revives, quickens, in- 
terests, rejoices, pacifies, blesses, enlarges 
a Church and makes it the benefactor 
which it ought to be to the people within 
and without. Try it and be convinced! 
Recently a pastor in a large city said 
to me, “My official Board asked me if they 
might do some visitation evangelism round 
about their Church. I told them to go 
and try it. They went and to my joy 
brought in 50 new members on Easter.” 
Your Consistory could do that. If they 
don’t ask, it is your privilege to suggest 
it to the elders and deacons and show 
them how to be “fishers of men.” They 
may be too timid to ask or fearful of 
their ability. Why not challenge them? 


A pastor tells this pleasing story: I 
gave an Elder one name and said, go and 
invite that man to come to our Chureh. 
He asked, what shall I say to him? Tell 
him his wife belongs to our Chureh and 


his children to our Sunday School. The 
Elder went as told, but with some fear; 
he was courteously received; he told his 


errand, and the man invited said, “I am 
a backslider, I am glad you have come, 
I have been looking for you. Go and tell 
your pastor I will come next Sunday to 
be received into Church.” The Elder was 
happy and said, “Pastor, can’t you give 
me another name?” ‘The joy of soul-win- 
ning is not equalled by any other joy this 
side of heaven. : 

Here is another way, without Guild or 
League. A pastor in Norwich made a pub- 
lic appeal for visitors to co-operate with 
him in bringing souls to God. His appeal 
fell on unwilling hearts. One officer said, 
“I won’t do it, and something is wrong 
with your head.” <A rich man said, “Don’t 
ask me to work, but here is some money 
if you can use it.” The pastor thankfully 
declined the offer, saying, “I want men, 
not money.” A life insurance agent said, 
“T can talk insurance, but don’t ask me 
to talk religion.” The pastor was dis- 
heartened, though sure he was in the right. 
The next day his life insurance agent 
talked up and sold a $50,000 policy to a 
most prominent citizen who was not a 
Christian. The pastor asked the insurance 
agent to go with him and introduce him 
to that business man. On the condition 
that he need not talk religion he eon- 
sented. The contact was made and the 
purpose of the call stated. They were 
kindly received and after a plain present- 
ation with its appeal the business man 
said: “Gentlemen, I thank you for your 
call. You are the first persons ever to 
manifest an interest in my soul. I have 
thought at some time I would be a Chris- 
tian, and your Church is the only one I 
would care to join.” Looking at that 
pastor, he added—“Take me in hand, pre- 
pare me, instruct me, catechize me, do 
all that I need for intelligent, useful mem- 
bership in your Chureh.” After prayer the 
visitors said good night. It is needless 
to say they were happy—far happier than 
when they went. And, they made a 
brother man very happy. “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’ The 
news of this victorious visit spread in that 
Church. The insurance agent said, “Pas- 
tor, I’ go with you anywhere.” Others 
offered their services and were assigned 
prospects to visit. A revival was on in 
that Chureh. That sermon after all went 
where it was sent. 


“My Word shall not return unto Me 
void.” Brother preachers, let us remem- 
ber that in our preaching. It will gird 
us with strength and courage. That pas- 
tor in Norwich with his teams of visitors 
went forward conquering, enrolling more 
names of candidates for Chureh member- 
ship. When the pastor had them instruet- 
ed and prepared, the Bishop of that dio- 
cese came in and confirmed 161 new mem- 
bers. The Episcopal rector of that Church 
is my personal friend, and with joy and 
tears of gladness have I listened to his 
telling of that thrilling adventure and of 
its delectable consummation. You and 
your Church could do that! Wouldn’t it 
be glorious! Easter and Pentecost are 
just ahead! Let’s go! : 


May I tell you of an experience I had 
while in the pastorate? In response to an 
appeal about 100 members signed, blue 
cards with the heading, “Win One,” and 
the promise, “I will labor to win at least 
one person for Christ and our Church by 
Easter.” Then followed name and ad- 
dress. These volunteers worked during 
Lent. On every Sunday night in that 
season I preached an evangelistic sermon 
and east the net. The visitors invited 
and brought their prospects to the Sun- 
day night services, introdueed them to 
pastor and people. We had a delightful 
atmosphere during all of that Lenten per- 
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iod. Preaching and praying came from 
the heart. When the glad Easter came, 
as a result of that campaign, I received 
100 new members into Heidelberg Church, 
Philadelphia. You can do that. It is like 


Jesus sending out the Seventy two by 
two. I related this experience in one of 
our mission Churehes in Iowa. The pastor 
seized upon it, used it, teamed about 30 
members, and on Easter added 50 new 


members. You can do that. Try it and 
be happy. The Lord of the harvest waity 
for laborers in His fields. They are white 
unto the harvest. Oh, let us not disap- 
point Him! : 


“Is A Vital Christian Faith Practical?” 


A Sermonette by the REveREND F. H. Rupnow, D.D., Minister of St. John’s Reformed Church, in the Fort 


Theme: ‘Tg a Vital Christian Faith 
Practical?” 

Text: I John 4:19: “Perfect love casteth 
out fear.” 

An impractical religion can at best be 


something which men can carry with 
them. It has its intellectual, sometimes 
even emotional and ethical aspects. But 


at best men can merely carry it and not 
use it. Such a religion usually becomes 
burdensome on the long and hard road of 
life. So generally men do not earry such 
a religion very far. They deposit it in 
the family Bible where they think it is 
perfectly safe for a time of need. Some- 
times they carry such a religion as a brief 
creed in the hidden recesses of their brains 
like they would carry some historical fact 
to which they would like to refer later. 
Often they deposit it in the Church as a 
nominal membership so that in time of 
spiritual crisis they might have at least 
the right to call upon the minister to pray 


Many of our Churches during the Len- 
ten Season and in the service preparatory 
to the Holy Communion, use the Litany 
as a form of penitential prayer. It is, 
however, altogether possible that many 
who so use it do not fully appreciate its 
wealth of meaning and its profound sig- 
nificance. Luther said of it that next to 
the Lord’s Prayer it was the greatest pray- 
er of the Chureh. It may well be called 
the great prayer of the Church. We can 
never derive from it the spiritual value 
which it offers unless we know something 
of its history, its structure and its con- 
tents. 

The word Litany, like so many of the 
titles of the parts of our worship, comes 
to us from the Greek. The word from 
which it is derived means supplication, 
entreaty, a prayer for protection, It had 
its origin during the fifth century. It, how- 
ever, originated not in any of the Greek 
Churches, nor even in Rome, but in France. 
It sprang forth in an age that was full of 
disaster — when the Roman Empire was 
falling, when Augustine, who is always 
represented with his eye upturned, a pen 
in his left hand and a burning heart in 
his right, had died as the great mediator 
in the divisions of the Church, and when 
there were threatenings of a universal de- 
struction not only of the Church but of 
the State. These disorders in the moral 
and political world were followed by a 
succession of droughts and pestilences and 
earthquakes. It so happened that France 
was the center of these disturbances. The 
people had gathered in their Church at 
Vienne on the Rhone River on the eve of 
Easter, hoping that with the approaching 
Easter Festival there might be a new day 
dawning over the world. But to their dis- 
may a great earthquake shook the build- 
ing. The people rushed out of the Church 
and the bishop of the city was left alone 
at the altar. On that night he prepared 
a new form of prayer whereby to draw 
down the merey of God. He resolved 
that on the three days before Ascension 
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with them at their deathbed and then 
give them at least a decent burial. 

Men do not need to carry, hold or keep 
a practical religion—it earries, holds and 
keeps them through life and through death. 
Can a vital Christian faith be practical 
in our unique age? Never has the world 
been gripped by a social and economic 
malady as it is today. The atmosphere 
is charged with restlessness. The out- 
standing problem in the world today is not 
so mueh a lack of things as it is the lack 
of spiritual principles of stewardship by 
which we can rightly manage things. Men 
are seized with fear today. The working- 
man is afraid he might lose his job. The 
business man is afraid he might fail. In- 
vestors are afraid of the markets. WNa- 
tions are atraid of revolutions and govern- 
ments are afraid of disloyalty. 

A vital Christian faith holds the only 
hope for the world today. Why? Be- 
cause this faith is born of perfect love 


The Litany 


By Dr. CuarLes E. SCHAEFFER 


Day there should be a long procession from 
one Church to another and the people 
should pray and supplicate for God’s merey 
as they marched. Soon the custom spread, 
because this was a new way by which to 
give expression to the feelings of a smit- 
ten people. This was the beginning of the 
Litany. It was sung or spoken not in a 
Church building but through streets and 
fields, over hills and valleys. Of course 
processions of spiritual pilgrims were not 
altogether new or strange in history. The 
Jews observed them frequently. The tri- 
umphant procession of Jesus into Jeru- 
salem on Palm Sunday was of such a 
character. But this pilgrimage to peni- 
tents was somewhat different from those 
joyous processions when the Jews went up 
to their feasts. Usually these expressions 
of penitence took the antiphonal or re- 
sponsive form and thus we have the re- 
sponsive nature of the Litany. 

The form in which we now have it is, 
of course, a modification of what it origi- 
nally was. Some petitions were eliminated, 
others were added, but with minor changes 
the form in which we now have it has been 
in vogue since 1529, when Martin Luther 
adapted it for use in the Protestant 
Church. It was translated from the Latin 
into English in 1544 and was the first word 
of worship that was translated into the 
English language. 

It should be observed that it is a prayer 
offered in the main to Christ, This is a 
distinct departure from the form in which 
prayer as a rule is made. In the New 
Testament we are told that prayer is to 
be addressed to God in the Name and for 
the Sake of Christ. There are only two 
instances in the New Testament which are 
an exception to this rule. The one is the 
prayer by Stephen when he prayed for his 
executioners, “Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge.” The other is that of St. 
Paul when he besought the Lord thrice 
that the thorn in his flesh might depart 
from him, In both these instances when 
prayer is addressed directly to Christ we 


of which not man but God is the source 
and power. That love alone, which ear- 
ried Christ through a crisis that transcends 
human reason, can carry men through the 
wilderness of distressing problems, This 
love will.cause the world’s leading men of 
finance to use more than brain and stra- 
tegy in this readjustment period—it will 
make them use their hearts. This love 
will carry the workingman along the way 
of trust and thrift. It will put back into 
the hearts of those who are morally weak 
a fear of God which consists not in being 
afraid of God, but in, being afraid of 
evil. How significant it is that this age 
ot fear follows a great war in which prae- 
tically the whole world was engaged, and 
wars are always periods of hate, and hate 
begets fear. Now, if hate can beget the 
tear of today, then perfect love can cast 
out fear. The problems of the world will 
not be solved by a readjustment of figures, 
but solely by a regeneration of the heart. 


have the same stress and strain under 
which the Litany was first formulated and 
used. Let us now look at its structure. 

It opens with a prelude or a lesser Litany 
called the “Kyrie.” It coneludes with the 
“Agnus Dei.” In the main body are found 
the supplications, prayers, intercessions, in 
which the general order as given in I. 
Timothy 2:1, 2, is followed. The Kyrie 
is one of the most ancient forms of prayer 
used in the early Church. It is based upon 
the ery of the blind man at the gate of 
Jericho, recorded for us in St. Luke, the 
18th chapter: “Lord, have merey upon me.” 
As this poor beggar prayed persistently 
for merey, so in the opening words of the 
Litany we use the three-fold petition to 
express our plea for merey and to acknowl- 
edge our faith in the holy, blessed and 
glorious Trinity. 

After this prelude follow the petitions 
for deliverance. There are six of them. 
There is order and progress to them as will 
be observed by a study of the same. 

The first, “Remember not, Lord, our of- 
fenses, nor the offenses of our forefathers,” 
has reference to the sins of mankind. It 
expresses the conception of the origin of 
sin as it was held by the theology of that 
day. These sins were regarded actual and 
inherited and they merited the vengeance 
of an angry God. 

The second petition refers to sin in its 
general aspect. It recognizes the general 
principle of sin and its eternal conse- 
quences in everlasting damnation. Evil and 
the power of sin are deeper principles than 
offenses which people commit, and evil has 
its source in the devil. ‘ : 

The third petition refers to the sins of 
the mind, those that often remain unseen, 
such as blindness of heart, pride, vain glory 
and hypocrisy. That word hypocrisy no 
ancient Litany contained and it came in 
only after the Reformation and seems to 
sum up the whole spirit of the Reforma- 
tion against Romanism. . 

The fourth petition takes in the sins of 
the body, such as “all impure lusts and 
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desires, all the deceits of the world, the 
flesh and the devil.” 

The fifth petition refers to the destrue- 
tive elements in the natural world. Notice 


the order in this petition — “Lightning, 
tempest, earthquake, plague, pestilence, 


famine, disasters by land and by water.” 
These terrible and destructive forees in 
nature start with the lightning up in the 
sky, the tempest on the surface of the 
earth and the earthquake underneath the 
earth. The prayer to be delivered from 
“sudden death,” has sometimes been criti- 
cized. The Puritan ministers asked that it 
should be modified inasmuch as a sudden 
death might be a blessing and not a curse, 
but what the phrase evidently means is a 
tragic and unprepared death. 

The sixth petition refers to revolt against 
authority in State and Church. How this 
petition rings with alarms! It dwells upon 
disorder and anarchy from which the world 
surely needs to be delivered. 

These six paragraphs constitute the peti- 
tions in which we seek deliverance. These 
form the whole range of evil in the moral, 
physical and political world from which we 
ask to be delivered. 

The Litany then proceeds to lay the 
basis by which such deliverance may come 
to penitent people. In three paragraphs 
this is majestically set forth. Note the 
sweep of this. From the words: “By the 
mystery of Thy holy incarnation,” to “The 
coming of the Holy Ghost,’ we have pre- 
sented the whole range of the facts of 
Christ’s life. Such deliverance is wrought 
not by one act of Christ, not by a single 
transaction, not by one event in His career, 
not by His sufferings alone, but by the 


whole sweep of His life from the inearna- 
tion to the giving of the Holy Ghost. This 
was the original belief of the Chureh. It 
has only been in later times that men have 
confined deliverance from sin to one to an- 
other phase of Christ’s life. 

Will you also observe that the great ob- 
jective factors of Christ’s life here form 
the ground for deliverance? No mention 
is made of His preaching, of His teaching, 
of His moral precepts, of His example, of 
His gracious words or marvelous works. 
3ut the ground of deliverance rests in the 
great objective facts of His life. 

After this comes another petition which 
seems to summarize that which has gone 
before. “In all time of our tribulation, 
in all time of our wealth, in the hour of 
death and in the day of judgment.” What 
suggestiveness there is in this petition! 
We need deliverance not only in times of 
great trial and trouble but also in seasons 
of prosperity and in times of wealth. 

The Litany now proceeds with the five 
intercessory’ prayers, with the response, 
“We beseech Thee to hear us, O Lord.” 
This was offered in behalf of those who are 
tempted and heavy-laden, the weak-heart- 
ed, the falling, those in danger, in neces- 
sity, and in tribulation, travelers, strang- 
ers, women in child-birth, the sick, young 
children, prisoners, captives, fatherless 
children, widows, the desolate and the op- 
pressed. These classes enumerated always 
suffer the most in times of great distress 
and depression, 

Then, with one great, inclusive sweep, 
the Litany proceeds in asking the Lord 
to “have mercy upon all men.” You will 


notice the frequency with which the word 
ALL occurs. How comprehensive, how in- 
clusive these petitions are and yet how few 
are the words which are used! The inten- 
sity of the prayer is sustained throughout 
without the use of adjectives or superla- 
tives. Notice, also, that the order is al- 
Ways, as in true worship, from verb to 
noun. Observe, again, that the prayer is 
not only addressed primarily to Christ, but 
it is itself Christo-centric in that it places 
into its very center the great objective 
facts of Christ as the ground of our re- 
demption. 

The Litany proper now closes with the 
“Agnus Dei.”—“O Lamb of God, that tak- 
eth away the sin of the world,” and the 
congregation responds with the words, 
“Grant us Thy peace.” That is what the 
sinner wants and needs and asks for. Thus 
the Litany moves through contrition, con- 
fession, petition, intercession to peace. 

The two Collects which are appended to 
the Litany are a summary of the main 
sections of the Litany. The first of these 
Collects states in other words the petitions 
already offered, and the second Collect is 
an extension of the prayer for peace. 

Thus it is that this ancient prayer still 
serves as a chariot for the spirit in com- 
munion with Christ. It is a great prayer 
for deliverance and it touches on the real 
evils in life which still keep us in bond- 
age. Well may we, therefore, kneel to- 
gether in our places of worship during this 
Lenten Season and when we are in the con- 
fessional for the Holy Communion, and let 
our petitions rise in the language of this 
great prayer so highly cherished by all 
lovers of true devotion. 


Exceedingly Important 


An article in the “Messenger” of Feb. 
5 on the “Nub of the Protestant Predica- 
ment” by Dr. E. G. Homrighausen has 
moved me to write the following. The 
general spirit and aim of the article are 
in accord with my feelings in the matter. 
Dr. Homrighausen realizes what seems to 
be a weakness of the Church at the pres- 
ent time. It does not attract the people 
and command their respect. Young and 
old are religiously indifferent. The Church 
is shunned by “millions”. 

What is wrong with the Church, and 
how is its strength to be revived? It is 
said: Improve your means and increase 
your efforts at evangelism, inculeate the 
principle of stewardship; prosecute more 
diligently all kinds of Christian works. 
Unquestionably these are things that ought 
to be done. But are they not after all 
superficial remedies? 

One brother says: “The nub of the Prot- 
estant predicament is the problem of 
God.” That, it seems to me, lies at the 
foundation of the trouble. A proper con- 
ception of God and an unshaken convic- 
tion of God are the things first of all 
needed. In addressing a public audience 
not long ago, I improved the opportunity 
of calling attention to the long train of 
grievous evils that have grown out of 
wrong conceptions of God. As it seems to 
me, nothing is so much needed at the pres- 
ent time as a proper conception of God— 
such a conception will answer the ques- 
tions and meet the perplexities that have 
arisen out of the general knowledge of the 
world which the people have acquired. The 
eall to serve and worship the Lord must 
“face the problem of theology.” Or, re- 
versing the order, theology is challenged 
to furnish the call of the Gospel with a 
foundation and vitality that will make it 
pungent and efficient. There come times 
in the history of mankind when the prob- 
lems of the world change and theology 
must be directed to meet the problems. 
It will not be denied that the conditions 
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of mankind have greatly changed within 
the last generation. The minds and hearts 
of young and old are being confronted by 
various disturbing questions. 

For these reasons, I am fully persuaded 
that a new system of theology is needed. 
Ts there not a “new theology” abroad in 
the Protestant Church? Scores upon scores 
of books have been published in Europe 
and America on a large variety of theo- 
logical subjects, criticizing and correcting 
this and that, amending this and that, 
adding here and there, meeting the ques- 
tions that have been arising, but it has 
all been simply patch work. And the 
discussion has for the most part been 
negative and destructive. The entire field 
of divinity and humanity is in a state of 
confusion. No wonder the people have 
beeome perplexed and indifferent toward 
the Church and religion in general. As it 
seems to one, it is high time for the Church 
through its theologians to work out a new 
system of theology on God and Revelation, 
on Sin and Salvation, on Justice and 
Righteousness and Judgment, positively 
and constructively, and in such form-as to 
meet the requirements of the present day 
and generation. The theology of the early 
Church met the conditions at the time; the 
theology of the middle ages satisfied the 
needs of the people then; the theology 
of the Reformation met the requirements 
of the occasion; but none of those former 
systems is sufficient to meet present econdi- 
tions. Problems have arisen and are still 
arising that never existed before. A 
theology for the twentieth century is 
needed. 

Let it not be said that such a thing is 
not possible. God loves the world in every 
condition; Jesus is the Savior of the world. 
No condition can arise to which the Gospel 
can not be applied with saving effect. The 
peculiarity of the present day is the vast 
amount of worldly knowledge. Knowledge 
of the world is a knowledge of God. That 
knowledge cannot raise any question which 


theology cannot satisfy. The love of God 
can cover it, the grace of Christ can be 
applied, the truth of the Gospel can sanc- 
tit Vas 

In this connection I desire to eall at- 
tention to the last chapter of Albert Ed- 
ward Wiggam’s book on “Exploring Your 
Mind with the Phychologists.” This is a 
good book. Much of modern psychology 
has not appealed to my mind. The fault 
probably is with myself. But the last 
chapter of this book on “Closer to God,” 
is by Dr. Michael J. Pupin of Columbia 
University, and to my mind is exceedingly 
valuable. Prof. Pupin is a learned scien- 
tist, a member of the Greek Catholic 
Church and a man of beautiful Christian 
character. His contention is that science 
leads us closer to God, that it is the revela- 
tion of God, helps us to find God. As 
pointing to his general position a few of 
his statements are here given: 

“Science, instead of taking God out of 
the world, as some have feared, brings 
men into eloser spiritual relationship with 
Him.” 

“When you see the stars, each moving 
in its own pathway, or a seed growing af- 
ter a definite plan into a tree, or a baby 
developing into a full grown self-directing 
human individuality, ean you conceive of 
all that taking place as the result of hap- 
hazard happenings? Well, I cannot.” 

“Tt is through science that man has 
discovered that his own soul is God’s 
greatest purpose in the universe.” 

The physical universe has messages of 
many kinds which only the soul ean inter- 
pret. Does this “not lead to the belief 
that the human soul is the greatest thing 
in the whole universe? Indeed does it 
not lead to the belief that the human soul 
is the highest purpose of God’s creative 
energy?” 

“Science does not prevent a man from 
being a Christian; but it makes him a 
better Christian. It has made me a better 
Christian, For the next year I am going 
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to talk to the students in various ¢ol- 
leges on this higher spiritual meaning of 
science. Science will strengthen religion. 
It has strengthened mine—strengthened it 
greatly.” 

How about human immortality? 

“You can certainly say that, in my opin- 


ion, all scientific guidance tends to show 
not to prove but to point toward the be- 
lief—that it is very unlikely that the soul 
of man is going to cease its existence 
when the body perishes. The law of con- 
tinuity and the general scientific view of 
the universe tend, I think, to strengthen 
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our belief that the human soul goes on 
existing and developing after death.” 
This may be called natural theology. 
Natural theology is efficient in answering 
natural objections and perplexities. Nat- 
ural theology and Biblical theology must 
agree, for both are Divine theology. 
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BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


Saturday half holiday and Monday an all 
day holiday, brought us no mail and as a 
result, we failed in reaching the goal. To 
the $470.25 reported last week we can add 
$10 from the Young Peoples’ Society, St. 
Paul’s Church, Selinsgrove, Pa.; $5 from 
Miss Kathryn Barley; $5 from Samuel A. 
Hafer, and $2 from A Member of Grace 
Church, Easton, Pa., total $492.25. Who 
will have the joy of finishing the fund he- 
fore we go to press next week? 


WHEN SHALL GENERAL SYNOD 
MEET? 


The General Synod, meeting at Indian- 
apolis in 1929, accepted the invitation of 
Grace Church, Akron, Ohio, as its meeting 
place in 1932. The fixing of the date for 
the next meeting was referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the General Synod. 

The Chureh had expressed a strong de- 
sire, almost a demand, that the fiscal year 
for all Boards and judicatories end with 
the calendar year, That plan was adopted 
by the General Synod and is now in full 
operation. Then the Classes and the Syn- 
ods said that they wished to meet as soon 
as possible after the close of the year to 
review the work of the past year, espe- 
cially congregational and Classical mat- 
ters, and plan for the new year. 

In this very first year of operation of 
this new plan thirty of the  fifty-nine 
Classes have already met during January 
and February. These are not only the ma- 
jority of the Classes, but they include near- 
ly two-thirds of our entire membership. 
Four of the Synods have voted to have 
their meetings in the spring. Three of these 
will meet this spring, but the fourth, for 
local reasons, will this year meet in Sep- 
tember, 

Now, when shall the General Synod 
moet? At what time will its meeting 
mean most for the Synods, Classes and con- 
gregations and be for the best interests of 
the entire denomination? Shall it meet, 
for example, in June next year and expect 
the Synods to have completed their meet- 
ings in the spring, say in April and in 
May? Or, shall the General Synod meet 
in September, to be followed -by the fall 
meetings of the Classes in October? Or, 
shall the meeting be held in April? (In 
1932 Easter falls on March 27.) There 
will of necessity be some little conflict in 
1932, no matter in what month the General 
Synod meets, just as onee every three years 
when the General Synod has met in May 
most of the Classes have had to adjust 
their meetings accordingly. 

The Executive Committee of the Gen- 
eral Synod, at its next meeting to be held 
in April, will fix the date for General 
Synod. In the meantime we should like to 
know the wishes of the Church and shall 
be glad to hear from anyone who has any 
suggestion or any comment that will help 


in making-—the decision. The Executive 
Committee wishes to know what the 
Church desires and what will work out 


best for the denomination and all its 
interests. 
William E. Lampe, 


Executive Secretary. 


On Feb. 16 a Chapter of the Reformed 
Churchmen’s League was organized in St. 
Peter’s Church, West Pikeland, Pa., Phila- 
delphia Classis. The following officers 
were elected: president, J. C. Dunmore; 
vice-president, Horace Sholly; secretary, 
C. M. Harris; treasurer, George M. Emery. 

St. Peter’s, Lancaster, Pa., Rev. Chas. D. 
Spotts, pastor, has an artistie “Call to 
Worship” for the Lenten services. At the 
Sunday worship the pastor brings mes- 
sages on “The Voice of Christ.” On Wed- 
nesday evenings he presents a series on 
“the world’s greatest Hymn book.” Drs. 
Ki. S. Bromer and T. F. Herman take part 
in the Holy Week services. 


In Trinity Church, Boonsboro, Md., Rev. 
Robert Lee Bair, pastor, special Lenten 
services will be held each Thursday at 
7.30 P. M., with the following guest preach- 
ers: Revs. Jos. E. Guy, John §S. Adam, 
Atvil Conner, D.D., Chas. W. Le Van, D.D., 
and H. N. Bassler, D.D. The pastor preach- 
ed on Ash Wednesday. Attractive invita- 
tion cards have been issued for the services 
of Lent. 

Foreign Mission services were held in 
the 4 congregations of the Shrewsbury 
Charge, Rev. C. M. Mitzell, pastor, on Feb. 
1 and 8. On Feb. 8 the Rev. J. Edward 
Klingaman, former minister of the Dover 
Charge, brought inspiring messages to the 
members of Bethlehem, Stiltz, and Beth- 
any, New Freedom, on the subject of Mis- 
sions and Stewardship. 


Notice: Catawba College Library would 
like to have back numbers of general and 
technical periodicals such as the Forum, 
Century, Harper’s, Atlantic, Geographic 
and other magazines. Any one having files 
of this sort who would care to dispose of 
them, please notify the College Librarian, 
who will arrange for the transportation 
charges. These volumes will be bound and 
will be aecessible to the public at any 
time. Any gifts in the line of periodicals 
will be much appreciated. 


Grace Reformed Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Rev. Karl A. Stein, D.D., minister, will 
broadcast its services over Station KDKA, 
Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing 
Co., of Pittsburgh, on Sunday, March 1, 
April 5, May 3, June 7 and July 5. The 
hour of these broadeasts are on Sunday 
morning from 10 to 11 o’elock. The ser- 
mons will be delivered by Dr. Stein and the 
music is rendered by a specially trained 
quartet and chorus. Listen in, if econveni- 
ent, before you go to your own Church. 


Bethel congregation (also known as 
Bear Creek congregation), Mt. Pleasant, 
N. C., Rev. W. S. Gerhard, pastor, or- 
ganized a Chapter of the Reformed 
Churehmen’s League. The officers of this 
Chapter, the first organized in North Caro- 
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lina Classis, are as follows: president, 
Murray Penninger; vice-president, Ray 
Mose; secretary, Holly Lentz; treasurer, 
A. C.. Lentz. 


The Reformed Church Ministers’ Con- 
ference of Philadelphia joined, Feb. 23, in 
the Ministers’ Retreat at St. Stephens’ P. 
E. Church. The program for March is as 
follows: March 2, “War Experience on the 
Whipple,” Rev. C. W. De Chant; March 9, 
Union meeting in Assembly Hall, Schaff 
Bldg., speaker, Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer; 
March 16, “The Church in the Modern 
World,” leader in general discussion, Rev. 
Elmer E. Leiphart; March 23, “Looking 
Toward Easter,” by Rey. EH. O. Butkofsky; 
March 30, City Ministerium meets at the 
BY pe © mAG 


The men of First Church, Greensburg, 
Pa., the former home of Secretary J. Q.- 
Truxal of the Reformed Churehmen’s 
League, are becoming increasingly active 
in the work of the Men’s League. There 
are in this Church ‘a large number of 
Christian men who have superior qualifi- 
cations for Christian activities. Their in- 
terest in denominational work is well 
known. When once grouped together un- 
der the Reformed Churechmen’s League and 
pooling their strength and abilities, they 
will do great things for the Kingdom! 


The Layman Company has 12 new Bul- 
letins on its list, including one written 
especially for the present day, “Tithing 
in Hard Times.” This is the best of all 
times to spread the truth about tithing. 
Minds and hearts are open. Send post card 
for pamphlet, “Teaching the Church to 
Tithe,” containing full directions for a 
ten-weeks’ program of silent, Church-wide 
education at trifling expense. Non-profit, 
non-sectarian, non-legalistic, but simple, 
clear and workable. Address The Layman 
Please 
mention the “Reformed Church Messen- 
ger,” also give your denomination. 


Dr. William G. Seiple, of Japan, ad- 
dressed the 8S. S. and congregation of St. 
Mark’s Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. Gus- 
tav R. Poetter, pastor, on Feb. 8, in con- 
nection with the observance of Foreign 
Mission Day. An offering of $56 was re- 
ceived. The Sunshine Division presented 
an interesting comedy, “Phoebe Cleans 
House,” on Feb. 12 and 13, to at least 800 
people. Rev. Mr. Poetter addressed the 
Lions’ Club at the Berkshire Hotel on 
Abraham Lincoln on Feb. 12. At a spe- 
cial congregational meeting Feb. 15, it was 
decided to spend $62,711 on improvements, 
which will inelude a new pipe organ, en- 
larged quarters and improvements in the 
Chureh and S, 8. Everything is to be com- 
pleted by Nov. 22, the 40th anniversary 
of the congregation. The 7th annual re- 
union of Memorial Baptist Church and St. 
Mark’s was held on Feb. 15. Rev. D. R. 
Kulp, Baptist pastor, preached the sermon. 
On March 8, the Business and Professional 
Women’s Club of Reading will worship in 
St. Mark’s Church. Rev. Mr. Poetter will 
preach a special sermon. Mr. F. A. Woer- 
ner, president of the Chamber of Com- 
meree, addressed the Men’s Club on Feb. 
19. Rev. Ralph L. Folk, of Esterly, and 


Rev. Mr. Poetter exchanged pulpits Feb- — 


22 as per arrangements of Reading Classis. 
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Rev. R. Edwin Kutz, pastor of the 
Towamensing parish, has sent to his peo- 
ple an admirable Lenten challenge, with 
its call to penitence, devotion and disci- 
pline. Midweek Lenten services are being 
held. 

This number of the “Messenger” is is- 
sued under certain difficulties. The cele- 
bration of Washington’s Birthday on the 
23rd meant no mail delivery on the day 
of going to press. The news that did not 
arrive must wait. 

It is very evident that Churches are be- 
coming interested and active in Steward- 
ship Acknowledgment Week. In this past 
week one pastor sent for 750 enrollment 
blanks and envelopes, and another for 800. 
How many has your Church ordered? 

“Honest Answers to Questions Often 
Asked,” is the theme of an unusually in- 
teresting series of Sunday evening ser- 
mons by Dr. Wm. F. Kosman in Salem 
Chureh, Allentown, Pa. The famous singer, 
Mme. Lily Pons, will be the soloist at the 
annual concert of the Chancel Choir of 
Salem on Mar. 24, 


The bulletin of Salem Church, Allen- 
town, Pa., puts it thus in plain terms: 
“When you come right down to it—the 
most important duty of a Church member, 
as such, is to come to Church. This also 
is his greatest privilege. Some things can 
be reduced to quite simple terms. This is 
one of them. Whatever else he may be, a 
Church member is an individual or person 
who comes to Church. This, at least, would 
seem the logic of the matter.” 


In Grace Church, Phila., Rev. U. OC. 
Gutelius, pastor, the Lenten speakers on 
Thursdays in Lent include Geo. W. Waid- 
ner, Cyrus T. Glessner, Clement W. De 
Chant, Ralph E. Holland, Henry I. Stahr, 
D.D., and J. Rauch Stein, D.D. It is hoped 
to win at least 50 new members in this 
50th anniversary year of Grace congrega- 
tion. On Lenten Sunday evenings the pas- 
tor is giving a special series of studies on 
“God.” 

The pastor of Myerstown, Pa., Church, 
Rev. David Lockart, united Paul R. Wolff 
and Miss Mildred E. Bordner in marriage 
in a pretty Church wedding on Feb. 20. 
The ring ceremony and the form of the 
Reformed Church was used. Mrs. Wolff is 
a registered nurse of Harrisburg, and Mr. 
Wolff is the son of the late Rev. David U. 
Wolff, D.D., and the grandson of Rev. 
George Wolff, D.D., the first pastor of this 
congregation. 

St. Matthew’s Church, Philadelphia, Pa., 
German Philadelphia Classis, Rev. U. O. 
Silvius, pastor; and Upham Church, North 
Dakota Classis, Mr. Gottlieb Brandt, 
treasurer, each paid Apportionment for 
Ministerial Relief in full for 1931. If all 
congregations would do this for the causes 
early this year, the Boards would rejoice, 
and the Reformed Church would take on 
new life, and the Kingdom of God would 
be promoted by our Church as it never has 
been. Which Churches will be the next to 
pay their full Apportionments? 


A six weeks’ course in leadership train- 
ing was opened in the Abbey Church 
School building, Huntingdon, Pa., Rev. 
Hobart D. MeKeehan, pastor, on Feb. 16. 
The annual Men’s League dinner was held 
on Feb. 17, and Mr. C. F. Zimmerman, 
secretary of the Pennsylvania Bankers’ 
Association, was the principal speaker. Dr. 
MeKeehan is delivering a series of Tues- 
day evening Lenten sermons on the sub- 
ject, “The Meaning and Mission of the 
Altar.” The financial report of the Abbey 
Church, covering a 9 month period, shows 
that the congregation has given $8,462.78 
to benevolence and raised $13,010.41 for 
congregational purposes. 


The 4th anniversary of the dedication of 
the beautiful Strunck Hall, at St. John’s, 
Schuylkill Haven, Pa., Dr. Elmer 8S. Noll, 
pastor, was fittingly celebrated _Feb. 22. 
The attendance was fine, the offering about 
$800, and a plan for raising $25,000 by the 
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next anniversary was auspiciously launch- 
ed under Dr. Noll’s inspiring leadership, 
500 “Lord’s Treasury” boxes being dis- 
tributed for contributions of 10 cents a 
day throughout the year. The speakers of 
the day were Revs. Paul Ried Pontius and 
Paul 8. Leinbach, D.D. St. John’s is one 
of our most loyal and progressive congre- 
gations, and in February, 1932, a triple 
anniversary is to be observed, the 70th of 
the congregation, the 5th of Strunck Hall, 
and the 10th of the present pastorate. 

Mrs. Isaac Bitz, of Pen Argyl, Pa., has 
just renewed her subscription to the “Mes- 
senger.” This is her 50th year as a reader 
and subscriber of our paper. She is a 
most faithful member of St. Peter’s 
Church, Plainfield Township, Northamp- 
ton Co., Pa., Rev. W. H. Brong, pastor, and 
also a charter member of the W. M. 8. 
of this Church. Due to the distance she 
lives away from her own Church, she is a 
regular attendant in Church worship and 
S. S. at Faith Chureh, Pen Argyl, Pa., 
which is a part of the same pastoral 
charge. She is a sister of the late Rev. 
Frederick Hahn, formerly a pastor of 
Faith Church, Reading, Pa. 

Rev. Wm. E. Troup, pastor of Goss 
Memorial Church at Kenmore, Akron, O., 
writes that the congregation has had won- 
derful results with its “Tithing Campaign.” 
One hundred and thirty-one persons signed 
the cards as tithing stewards. In many 
congregations all over the Reformed 
Chureh our members will face their re- 
sponsibilities as stewards of their sub- 
stance during Stewardship Acknowledg- 
ment Week, March 8 to 15. In response 
to requests, thousands of enrollment blanks 
for the “Fellowship of Stewardship” have 
been sent to pastors and others. Steward- 
ship ineludes more than money, but our 
attitude toward our money and our sub- 
stance is a most real test of our Steward- 
ship of all that we are and have. 


Foreign Mission Day was held in Christ 
Church, Hagerstown, Md., Rev. H. A. Fes- 
perman, pastor, on Feb. 8. The Woman 
Mission Study Class held a very interest- 
ing all day meeting Feb. 4, at the home of 
Mrs. Eleanor Sprecher, with a covered dish 
luncheon, the book, “Between the Amer- 
icas” was studied. The G. M. G. are doing 
splendid work along the mission line. Sev- 
eral of the ladies’ classes of the school are 
helping to support Bible women in China 
and Japan. The 8. 8. observed Steward- 
ship Day Feb. 22, and a very interesting 
program was given. This Church reports 
the “Messenger” in every home of the 
Consistory. 


Ministers and Church people of central 
Pennsylvania will be interested in the an- 
nouncement which has just been made by 
the Abbey Church, Huntingdon, Pa., Rev. 
H. D. MeKeehan, pastor. Beginuing Mar. 
6 and continuing until Mar. 13, an Art 
and Architectural Exhibition will be held 
in the Abbey ‘Church. It is planned to 
have the exhibition opened by an address 
to be delivered by Homer Saint Gaudens. 
The finest work of American architects, in- 
cluding Ralph Adams Cram, Allen & Col- 
lens, and others, will be on exhibition. 
With this will be included the Philadelphia 
collection of DeMedici prints, the interna- 
tional art exhibit of the World Alliance, 
and other cultural and interesting features. 
Ministers and laymen whose parishes are 
contemplating the erection of new or the 
remodeling of old Church buildings, will 
find this exhibition especially helpful and 
suggestive. The exhibit will be open daily 
between the hours of 12 noon and 10 P. M. 


Within the next few days the Manual 
on Christian Stewardship for Catechetical 
Classes and young people will be ready for 
shipment, This has been rewritten and the 
30th thousand is now being printed. This 
pamphlet will be available without charge 
to any pastor, Sunday School, and young 
people’s groups. This is the time when 
this booklet could be used advantageously 
in the Catechetical Class and should be put 
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into the hands of each member of every 
class! It is surprising how much Stewara- 
ship is taught in a Catechism. A brief 
survey of the Catechism has been made 
and references to Stewardship listed and 
printed under topical captions. Four pages 
of this booklet are devoted exclusively to 
the Stewardship teaching in the Cate- 
chism, The last cover page bears the coat- 
ot-arms of the Reformed Church with a 
deseriptive note. Write early to the Execu- 
tive Committee for free copies. 

In Ascension Church, Norristown, Pa., 
Rey. KE. O. Butkofsky, pastor, the annual 
congregational meeting was held Jan. 26 
with the largest attendance ever had at 
this type of meeting. Over 150 were pres- 
ent. ‘Lhe program was divided into three 
parts: the Fellowship Supper which began 
at 6.45; the Business Meeting; and the 
Balloptican program. For the last three 
years the Church has found this Balloptical 
a valuable part of its annual meeting. The 
Lantern was presented to the Church by 
the Boas Class. Every year since that a 
varied program of entertainment of educa- 
tion has been presented as part of the 
meeting, Charts, graphs and cartoons were 
made by skillful Deacon Slanker. Every 
year are shown pictures of babies baptized 
during the year, also baby pictures of one 
of the organizations. There were sections 
ot the Budget, Every Member Visitation, 
History of the Church. A picture story was 
worked through the lecture on Sempronious 
Deficit, the Cat with Nine Lives. An 
Every Member Visitation on Sunday after- 
noon, Feb. 8, by 29 teams was fruitful in 
challenging to Chureh Loyalty, Church 
attendance, Sunday School attendance, 
Catechetical Class and general Church in- 
terest. On Feb. 15 Dr. C. E. Schaeffer 
preached at the morning service and in the 
evening the address for the W. M. S. cele- 
brating its 43rd anniversary. 

In Trinity Church, Wilkinsburg, Pa., 
Rev. E. Roy ‘Corman, pastor, two very 
interesting classes are held Wednesday 
evenings in Lent, one on “Christian Lead- 
ership,” taught by the pastor, the other on 
Fosdick’s “Manhood of the Master,” 
taught by Mr. Edgar Lewis. The Deo 
Duce Club held a Colonial Tea Feb. 19 at 
the home of Mrs. C. J. Miller. The com- 
mittee were gowned in Colonial garb, with 
white wigs. Bethel Bible Class celebrated 
its 25th anniversary with a banquet at the 
Penn-Lincoln on Jan. 29. O. V. Stewart is 
the present teacher. Remarks were made 
by Mrs. Spicker, Mrs. Purbaugh, Mrs. 
Lovett, Mrs. Defibough, Mrs. Zierdt, Mrs. 
Bricker and the pastor. In this Church 
Mrs. 8. Ridgway is representative for the 
“Messenger” and Mrs. L. D. Martz is “Mes- 
senger” correspondent, “Trinity News” for 
February contains a thoughtful Lenten 
message. On Sunday mornings in Lent 
Rev. Mr. Corman gives a series of evan- 
gelistic messages on “The Good News,” in 
the evening he speaks on “What It Means 
to Be a Church Member,” and on Wednes- 
day evening on “Following the Master.” 
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MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 
Sketches Submitted on Application 
H. P. BERGER : : Lebanon, Pa. 


MENEELY BELL CoO. 


TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 


Sees 


12 REFORMED 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 


FEBRUARY 26, 1931 ° 


In renewing his subscription, Mr. David 
M. Clark, of Quakertown, Pa., refers to the 
“Messenger” as the “most excellent Church 
paper.” He is one of our valued friends 
who has passed his 80th birthday, and we 
wish him yet many years of joy and peace. 

Particularly appealing are the Special 
Lenten Bulletin and the “Call to Worship” 
issued by Trinity Church, Canton, O., Dr. 
H. Nevin Kerst, pastor. The Bulletin con- 
tains a rewarding challenge by the pastor 
to his people, together with an explanation 
of the importance of each of the special 
Lenten events and opportunities. The 
“Call” gives an outline of the interesting 
services planned by the pastor. On Sun- 
day mornings he preaches a series on 
“Some Aspects of the Religion of Jesus.” 
The evening series is on “The Kind of Peo- 
ple Who Still Crucify Christ.” On Wed- 
nesday evenings the addresses on “Stew- 
ardship” will be by Revs. T. W. Hoerne- 
mann, D.D., M. E. Beck, A. H. Elshoff, 
R. W. Blemker, D.D., F. W. Hoffman, D.D., 
and M. J. Flenner. 

Interest in the Men’s League of Em- 
manuel (Baust) Church, Westminster, Md., 
Rev. M. 8. Reifsnyder, pastor, centers in 
the discussion and organization of denomi- 
national activity. Evangelism, the Sunday 
School, the Young People’s Society, all 
phases of Church work are being consid- 
ered. The men co-operate most heartily 
in the program of each group. Instead of 
integrating their activities and confining 
them to the world of the adult, these men 
have taken their place with all other groups 
and organizations, and view the program 
of the Church as a unit. What is done in 
the Church must be done together, all 
groups and agencies co-operating. ‘This is 
a fine spirit and cannot help but create 
a fine fellowship and esprit de corps among 
the members. 

Thus far 95 congregations have paid their 
Sustentation Fund quotas in full. Since 
January 1, 1931, the following congrega- 
tions have paid their quotas in full: 
Schoenfeld Church, Rev. John Klundt, 
Hoisington, Kansas, quota $410, paid $410; 
Reformation Church, Rey. A. Muehlmeier, 
Town Washington, Wisconsin, quota $695, 
paid $700; Zion’s Church, Mr. C. H. Bloss, 
secretary of Consistory, Dayton, O., quota 
$255, paid $255; St. Peter’s, Pikeland, Ches- 
ter Co., Pa., Rev. Thomas H. Matterness, 
quota $100, paid $100. Quite a number of 
congregations have decided to pay their 
Sustentation quotas in full during 1931. 
Thus far, 1,169 congregations have paid 
nearly $400,000 of their Sustentation 
quotas into the Treasury of the Board of 
Ministerial Relief. 

How ingenious the spirit of Christian men 
who desire especially to serve their fellow 
men. “Stone walls do not a prison make” 
for all people, but they do for some people, 
and the people behind these stone walls 
are not usually in the thought of the men 
who are free. With Christians they should 
never be checked off but ever remain an 
object not only of sympathy but of 
brotherly service. Rey. Charles D. Rockel, 
of Altoona, and the men of the Reformed 
Churchmen’s League Chapter of Christ 
Church, have shown the way to a superior 
service which other Chapters in the League 
may well render. They spent an evening 
with the prisoners in Blair County Prison, 
with murderers and “stick-up men” and 
brought a message of good cheer and hope 
of inner freedom in Christ. They left an 
evidence of their visit by presenting more 
than 40 books which the warden accepted 
and the prisoners received with thanks. 
Following a prayer by one of the members, 
Mr. P. D. Aurandt, Seripture lesson read 
by the president, Mr. W. R. Paul, an ad- 
dress given by the pastor, an attorney, 
Mr. J. Nevin Dively, made the presenta- 
tion to Warden Hamilton. Such projects 
prove not only a rich, deep humanitarian- 
ism, but the creative thought of men whose 
lives are dominated and directed by the 
spirit of Christ and Christian brotherhood. 
WHAT IS YOUR CHAPTER DOING? 

The United Church of St. Luke and St. 


John, Baltimore, Md., Melville Hugh Way, 
pastor, in its annual report for 1930 shows 
a present membership of 300; 235 of whom 
communed during the year; a Sunday 
School of 264; $854 contributed for benevo- 
lences and $5,286 for current expenses. 
This congregation now has a building com- 
pletely free of debt and owns a fine mod- 
ern parsonage. In addition a fund of 
about $5,400 is held for investment or 
future building projects. A recent con- 
gregational meeting authorized the pur- 
chase of $3,000 worth of Home Mission 
Board Bonds from this fund. The work 
during 1930 was considerably hampered, 
from the financial standpoint, by the prev- 
alent economic depression. The Lenten 
Program calls for services Sunday morn- 
ings and evenings and Wednesday eve- 
nings. The Sunday morning themes will 
be “Some Significant Events in the Life 
of Jesus.” The Sunday evening themes 
will be “Some Problems in Personal Reli- 
gion.” On Wednesday evenings the theme 
will be “Studies in the Person of Christ.” 
Dr. J. L. Barnhart, pastor Christ Church, 
Baltimore, will be the guest preacher on 
March 11. The Confirmation service will 
be held on Palm Sunday, the Sunday 
School will present their Easter service on 
Easter evening. Holy Week services will 
be held on three evenings, the Preparatory 
service on Wednesday, the Holy Commu- 
nion on Thursday, and a special service on 
Good Friday. This Church will co-operate 
with a group of Churches in the neighbor- 
hood in a series of noon-day services dur- 
ing Holy Week and a three-hour service on 
Good Friday, 

The Bulletin of St. John’s Church, 
Lewisburg, Pa., Rev. H. H. Rupp, pastor, 
contains the statement that the total re- 
ceipts during 1930 was only 8 per cent 
less than the receipts of the previous year; 
also, that 49 per cent of the total expendi- 
tures were for benevolence, leaving 51 per 
cent spent for congregational purposes. 
However, if the sum of $1,000, spent by 
one of the families of the congregation 
for Annuity Bonds from the local Evan- 
gelical Home and Hospital, which money 
did not pass through the congregational 
treasury, but which might well be counted 
a part of the benevolent activity of the 
congregation, be added to the total of 
benevolence, it would mean that 55 per 
cent of the income was spent for benevo- 
lence, leaving 45 per cent for the local con- 
gregation. During the year, $1,364 was 
paid on the Apportionment, $590 to the 
Board of Ministerial Relief, $348 to the 
Phoebe Home, and substantial sums to the 
other causes of the Church. With the new 
Federal Penitentiary in course of construe- 
tion, giving thereby employment to all the 
labor that Union County can furnish, it is 
expected that this year will witness a new 
era of prosperity for all the people of 
Lewisburg and the surrounding commu- 
nity. It is to be hoped also that this in- 
creased prosperity will be reflected in a 
more liberal support of all the local 
Churehes. If it does not, there will be a 
“spiritual drought” which will do far great- 
er damage to the community than the 
drought of the past summer. Rey. Mr. 
Rupp is again teaching a class of seniors 
in the local high school on the subject, 
“Christianity at Work,” in connection with 
the Week Day School of Religion, promot- 
ed by the Lewisburg Council of Religion, 
of which he has been the chairman for 
several years. The school meets one hour 
a week for ten weeks. It is now in the 
6th year of its history, Mr. Rupp having 
been connected with it from the beginning, 
either as director or as a member of the 
faculty. 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


(Swander and McCauley Lectures) 

A goodly number of alumni, friends and 
students attended the two sets of lectures 
held at the Seminary Feb. 9-11. Those of 
us who came away from our pastoral duties 
felt that it was a happy thought on the 
part of the Seminary to present the 
Swander Lectures and the MeCauley Lec- 


A Most Timely New Book 


THE MEANING 
OF THE CROSS 


By HENRY SLOANE COFFIN 
Price, $1.50 

Here is an attempt to put the 
meaning of the cross in terms 
intelligible and moving to men 
and women of today. 

Dr. Coffin explains what cru- 
cified Christ, why he had him- 
self crucified, how we shall in- 
terpret the cross, and perhaps 
most important of all, what we 
must do today because of it. This 
book is very simply written and 
does not enter the field of 
theology. It is a splendid treat- 
ment, of the chief event in the 
historic gospel, and will throw 
much light upon points where 
light is wanted. 
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tures at the same time, thus offering to 

pastors a worth while opportunity to come 

to Lancaster for a few days of change and | 
stimulation just preceding the Lenten 

work. Ministers from Greensburg, Hazel- 

ton, Philadelphia and other parts of East- 

ern Pennsylvania attended. 

Rey. Lee M. Erdman, D.D., of Reading, 
presented two lectures on “Perils and Prob- 
lems of Pastoral Life.’ While Dr. Erd- 
man addressed himself primarily to the 
seminary students, even veteran pastors 
found challenge and charm in his treat- 
ment of the practical problems of the min- 
ister’s everyday life. We believe that the 
Seminary does well to bring in from time 
to time men whose rich experience in the 
pastorate is worth sharing with the men 
about to go out as well as those who have 
been out. Discussion about the pastor’s 
life is as old as the ministry itself and yet 
the subject is ever new. Pastors themselves 
never seem to tire of hearing how other 
men meet the practical situations of their 
parish life. We liked especially Dr. Erd- 
man’s emphasis upon the pastor’s need for 
finding worth and value in the people with 
whom he must deal. This is the basis of 
his passion for people and this puts the 
romance into the details of the pastor’s 
work, 

The second set of lectures was delivered 
by Professor Henry Nelson Wieman on the 
subject: “The Damning Weakness of Lib- 
eralism.” The Swander Lectures have come 
to be events not only in the Seminary but 
in the Eastern part of the Church. Dr. 
Coffin’s lectures several years ago on 
Preaching were widely circulated. Dr. 
Brunner’s lectures last year on the Bar- 
thian Theology are to be found in many 
libraries. We were not surprised to find 
them in the Divinity School at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. Dr. Weiman’s lectures this 
year, we have no doubt, will be one of his 
most popular works and will find its way 
quickly into the libraries of his erities as 
well as of his disciples. In parts the book — 
might well become a text for both the 
orthodox and the heretic. 

Worth while in itself was the sharp and 
brilliant discussion which the lectures pro- 
voked. Dr. Wieman himself was so im- 
pressed that he went away confessing that 
he had revised his opinion of seminary 
training. We noticed that the Professor 
came to the last lecture with his bag pack- — 
ed to catch a train. But at 3.30 of the 


last afternoon discussion was still going 


on. We know some 


people who missed 
their trains, >. 


FEBRUARY 26, 193] 


While there was much difference of opin- 
ion with Dr. Wieman’s viewpoint, especial- 
ly as it related to the idea of personality 
in God, and implied dualism, the triumph 
of the good, knowledge through experience, 
ete., yet many of us felt grateful for the 


vivid way in which he challenged our 
thinking: 
1. He focused attention on the weak- 


ness of liberalism. Its changing beliefs 
make difficult intellectual honesty. Out of 
the divided mind comes dissipation of en- 
ergy rather than that concentration of 
energy which distinguishes the orthodox. 

2. Dr. Wieman represents a_ protest 
against a godless world. The way out of 
the weakness in which liberalism finds it- 
self is to distinguish between God and be- 
liefs about God. Our devotion must be to 
God and not necessarily to the beliefs. In 
defining God, Dr. Wieman had tried to 
present to us an Object of Devotion beyond 
or unaffected by changing belief. 

Other theologians have felt the need of 
doing this very thing for our thinking. Is 
not Otto’s distinction between the “nu- 
men” and the “numinous” a venture in this 
direction, or even Barth’s “The Word of 
God and the Word of Man’? 

3. Dr. Wieman brought with his view- 
point a challenge to the heroic in our souls. 
Whether we agree or disagree with the 
philosophy out of which it grows, most of 
us will admit that it is no cheap challenge 
which comes to us in the words: “The best 
is the best, no matter what its fate may 
be.” E. O. Butkofsky. 


GERMAN PHILADELPHIA CLASSIS 


German Philadelphia Classis convened 
February 10-12 in St. Paul’s Church, 
Phila., Rev. F. W. Kratz, the pastor of the 
Church, was elected president and Rev. 
Geo. Meishner, vice-president. The very 
substantial increase in our benevolent 
moneys was a source of great joy to the 
members of Classis, but the failure of the 
proposed union of our Church and the 
Evangelical Synod was deplored and the 
following resolutions adopted: 

(a) Be it resolved, that we regret deep- 
ly the union of the Reformed Church in 
the U. S. and the Evangelical Synod of 
North America was not consummated as 
per instructions given to our commission 
appointed for that purpose. 

(b) That we petition other Classes and 
Synods to join us in a request for recon- 
sidering the decision reached by our Com- 
mission, which met at Pittsburgh, Pa. 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY 


Not all “dollar a year” men serve the 
government, as men have done during the 
War and since. One of these outstanding 
; men is in the Re- 
formed Church, and 
occupies a very 
high and. important 
position of leader- 
ship. He is Mr. 
Jacob Quinby Trux- 
al, of Lancaster, 
Pa. Mr. Truxal has 
just completed ten 
years of service in 
the Reformed 
Church: he has 
worked in the ¢a- 
pacity of financial 
secretary for the 
Forward Movement, 
field secretary for Massanutten Academy, 
and is the first secretary for the Reformed 
Churchmen’s League. Through Mr. Trux- 
al’s statesmanlike leadership, this organt- 
zation has received the commendation and 
recommendation of not only the judica- 
tories, but also of the men of the Church, 
as he has presented it personally. 

But outside of his Church leadership, he 
has been for years a justice of the peace in 
Greensburg, Pa., and he always took aec- 
tive part in such movements as make for 
constructive patriotism and citizenship. 


Mr. J. Q. Truxal 
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The Church has honored him with many 
positions of trust: in the Laymen’s Mis- 
sionary Movement, membership in the 
Board of Foreign Missions, vice-president 
of the General Synod, with leadership in 
the Brotherhood of Andrew and Philip, as 
director of the Organized Adult Bible 
Class, and other important offices. He has 
also served as director of the Home for 
the Destitute of Westmoreland County, 
school director, and director of the Y. M. 
CG. A. 

Mr. Truxal was born July 10, 1863, in 
Unity, Westmoreland County, Penna., of 
German parentage, and whilst enjoying 
only the privileges of the common school, 
he has proven marked intellectuality and 
understanding in all of his activities, and 
projected his fine spirit of Christian man- 
hood and sober judgment into the life of 
the Reformed Church, and into the com- 
munities in which he has lived. 

Always optimistic, motivated by the 
spirit of Christian service, he stands ready 
to serve his fellowmen and his Church with 
all the powers of his always-active genius 
of Christian helpfulness. He stands for 
Christ and Christianity, for denominational 
loyalty, for creative citizenship, for con- 
structive community spirit, four-square, 
and for the best and the noblest in the life 
of Christian men and in the activity of the 
Christian Church. 

J. M. G. Darms. 


THE CEDAR CREST SUMMER SCHOOL 
MOVES TO CAMP MENSCH MILL 


Seven years ago, when many people in 
Church circles were scarcely aware of the 
growing emphasis on religious education 
or looked upon it with indifference, the 
president and registrar of Cedar Crest 
College, at Allentown, pioneered in the 
establishment of a Summer School for the 
training of lay readers. The Department 
of Missionary Education of the Home and 
Foreign Mission Boards and the Board of 
Christian Education co-operated in the en- 
terprise. Scores of workers in missionary 
organizations and in Sunday School classes 


To the Members of 


Ladies’ Aid Societies 
Sunday School Classes 


have lived for two weeks at Cedar Crest 
in fellowship with excellent teachers and 


have there found new zest and skill for 
their tasks. 51 students have been grant- 
ed the Standard Leadership Training 


Diploma. 

Today the Eastern Synod owns a camp 
site and is making it more and more the 
center of its summer leadership training 
programs. To youthful spirits the outdoor 
camp has a marked appeal, and we have 
discovered that during the last few years 
about 90 per cent of the students at the 
Cedar Crest Summer School have been 
young people between 15 and 24 years of 
age. It seems the part of wisdom, there- 
fore, to discontinue the Summer School as 

separate training agency and to give all 
our young people who desire it the oppor- 
tunity of the camp experience. 

Most, if not all of the course to be 
taught in the Young People’s Camp at 
Mensch Mill, August 17-29, will be selected 
from the Standard Leadership Training 
Curriculum. This means that those who 
have begun the study of Standard courses 
at Cedar Crest may continue to do so at 
the camp and thus work toward the win- 
ning of the Standard diploma. Students 
who are more than 24 years old are advised 
to attend the Lancaster School of Mis- 
sions or the Leadership School which the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Asso- 
ciation is conducting every summer at 
Spruce Creek. 

To Dr. William Curtis and Dr. Charles 
Rominger, of the Cedar Crest College, to 
Dr. Theodore Herman, of our Seminary at 
Lancaster, who has been teacher and coun- 
selor from the beginning, and to the chang- 
ing group of earnest, skillful teachers, 
who. have labored with these leaders in 
the development of the first Summer School 
in the history of our denomination, the 
Churches of Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 
Maryland owe a great debt. Not a little 
of the strength of the religious educational 
movement in these Churches is the product 
of the patient, far-seeing labors of our 
Cedar Crest pioneers. 

Fred D. Wentzel. 


Womans’ Missionary Societies 
Young People’s Societies 


SELL EASTER CARDS 


The Easy Way to Make Money! 


We will send you for 


eee 


an assortment of twenty-five 3c, twenty-five 5c, and twenty-five 


10¢ Cards. 


These you can sell for $4.50—thus making $1.25 for your 


treasury. 


You will be pleased with these Cards. and we can assure you 
that they can be sold without difficulty. 

The stock is not large, so send your order, on the accompany- 
ing blank, at the earliest date, and be sure of the best assortment. 


Board of Christian Education of the Reformed Church, 


1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Please send me for the $3.25 enclosed, your assortment 


Gentlemen: 


of Easter Cards, as advertised in the REForRMED CHuRCH MESSENGER. 


Name 


Address 
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Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


A GIRL’S NAME IN THE HALL 
OF FAME 


Text, Acts 12:13, “And when he knocked 
at the door of the gate, a maid came to 
answer, named Rhoda.” 


Of all the girls mentioned in the Bible 
there are only two whose names we know. 
In the second book of Kings we read that 
the Syrians brought away captive out of 
the land of Israel a little maid. It was 
she who told her mistress about Elisha 
who could cure her husband of his leprosy, 
and Naaman, following her advice, was 
healed. But the name of this little girl 
is not mentioned, 


In the Gospels by St. Mark and St. Luke 
we read about Jairus’ daughter, whom 
Jesus restored to life after she had passed 
away, but we do not know her name. Other 
girls are mentioned here and there but 
their names are not given. 

Of the only two girls whose names we 
know, one is mentioned in the book of 
Exodus. She is Miriam, the sister of 
Moses, who watched over her baby 
brother when he was lying in the river in 
a basket of bulrushes, and who brought his 
own mother to nurse him for Pharaoh’s 
daughter. 

The other girl is mentioned in the book 
of Acts, and it is about her that I want 
to tell you at this time, for it is her name 
that is written in the Christian hall of 
fame because of a little service that she 
rendered. 

Her name is Rhoda, which means a rose, 
the emblem of beauty, sweetness and frag- 
rance. It is the first part of the name 
“rhododendron,” which means “rose-tree.” 
A learned German has written a book on 
“the names of women taken from flowers.” 
In the olden times, as in our day, people 
hoped that girls would be in the home 
what flowers are in the garden: that they 
would add a charm, a beauty, and a sweet 
perfume to life. It is said that somewhere 
in France, a rose is carved on a girl’s tomb- 
stone with the inscription underneath, 
“She was just like that.” The Rose of 
our story has kept its beauty and frag- 
rance for nineteen hundred years, and will 
continue to bloom as long as the New Tes- 
tament is read. 

We do not know much about Rhoda ex- 
cept what St. Luke tells us in these few 
verses of the Acts. She was very likely a 
female slave, because the word which St. 
Luke uses has that meaning. She was liv- 
ing in the home of Mary, John Mark’s 
mother, and a sister of Barnabas, who had 
a spacious home in Jerusalem, where the 
early Christians always found a glad wel- 
come, and in which, perhaps, was the upper 
room in which Jesus and the disciples 
often gathered. 

At this particular time Peter was in 
prison. Herod had put James, the brother 
of John, to death. And when he saw that 
it pleased the Jews, he seized Peter and 
put him in prison. The other Christians 
felt very sorry for Peter, and they gather- 
ed at the home of Mary to engage in 
prayer. 

While they were in the midst of their 
prayers there was a knock at the door. It 
was the duty of Rhoda to be the door- 
keeper, therefore, when she heard the 
knock, she went to the door and asked, 
“Who is there?” When Peter answered, 
she knew his voice, but she was so excited 


and filled with joy that she did not open 
the door but ran in and told them that 
Peter was at the door. And they said to 
her, “Thou art mad.’ But she confidently 
affirmed that it was even so. And they 
said, “It is his angel.” But Peter kept 
on knocking: and when they had opened, 
they saw him, and were surprised. 


But why should they have been surprised 
because the Lord had answered their pray- 
ers? Is it not often so with us? We eall 
upon God in prayer and if He would an- 
swer our prayers as speedily as He did 
the prayers of these Christians in Mary’s 
house we would be greatly surprised and 
could hardly believe our senses. 


But Peter explained to them how it all 
happened. When Herod cast him into pris- 
on he delivered him to four quaternions of 
soldiers to guard him. Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with chains: 
and guards before the door kept the prison. 
And behold, an angel of the Lord stood by 
Peter, and a light shone in his cell: and 
the angel smote Peter on the side, and 
awoke him, saying, “Rise up quickly.” And 
his chains fell off from his hands. And 
the angel said unto him, “Gird thyself, and 
bind on thy sandals.” And he did so. And 
he said unto him, “Cast thy garment about 
thee and follow me.” And he went out, 
and followed; and he knew not that it was 
true which was done by the angel, but 
thought he saw a vision. And when they 
were past the first and the second guard, 
they came unto the iron gate that leadeth 
into the city; which opened to them of its 
own accord: and they went out, and passed 
on through one street; and straightway the 
angel departed from him. And when Peter 
was come to himself, he said, “Now I know 
of a truth, that the Lord hath sent forth 
his angel and delivered me out of the hand 
of Herod, and from all the expectation of 
the people of the Jews.” He made up his 
mind to go to the house of Mary where 
many of his friends were gathered together 
and where he would be sure of a welcome 
reception. 

But Peter felt that he ought not to stay 
in Jerusalem after the Lord had given him 
his wonderful deliverance, so he said to 
his friends, “Tell these things unto James, 
and to the brethren,” and he departed, and 
went to another place. When Herod look- 
ed for him and did not find. him, he exam- 
ined the guards, and commanded that they 
should be put to death. 

It was but a little thing that Rhoda 
did, and yet it immortalized her name. 
Even a child ean render a service to the 
Lord which will be highly esteemed by 
Him, and which will in no wise lose its 
reward. 

Although Rhoda was a slave girl, she 
was a Christian, and that made her a 
heloved member of Mary’s household. She 
had become acquainted with Peter and 
some of the other disciples, who frequent- 
ly visited Mary’s home. Perhaps she had 
served them and ministered to them, and 
very likely had listened to them as they 
spoke about their Lord, for she knew the 
voice of Peter well enough to recognize 
it in the dark. 

She was at the prayer meeting, and no 
doubt lifted her own heart in prayer for 
the safety and deliverance of Peter. The 
prayers of children are precious in the 
sight of the Lord and often bring great 
blessings to themselves and others. 

Rhoda was a faithful Christian. When 
there was a knock at the door, she went 
to see who was there. But, knowing the 
danger in which all of the Christians were 
placed, she was not so rash as to open 
the door at once but took the precaution 


to find out who was there. Some one has 
said, “Grace makes us wise; danger makes 
us careful; and love makes us quick.” 
Rhoda had all these excellent qualities. 
Rhoda was a warm-hearted Christian. 
She was so overcome with joy when she 
heard the voice of Peter that she left him 
standing there while she ran to tell the 
good news to the others. She had more 
faith than the others, as children generally 
have. She had no doubt in her mind that 
it was really Peter, while the others called 
her mad and thought it was his spirit. 
Rhoda was a useful Christian because 
she did her part well, and her example has 
been an inspiration to other Christians 
down through the centuries, and ought to 
help every boy and girl to be a faithful 
follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


CHRISTMAS AT PAOTSING, HUNAN, 
CHINA 


Often the things leading up to Christmas 
have much to do with the spirit and joy of 
the Christmas Day itself. For me, that 
which preceded Christmas at Paotsing, 
brought greater joy than Christmas. On 
the evening of Dec. 17, I attended the 
little congregational meeting at the close 
of the prayer meeting service. Mr. Swen, 
the local preacher, presided; and while he 
tried to persuade the few members that 
it was “all their doings” yet he was the 
real spirit of all that was done. Reports 
were given on three persons who had asked 
for baptism and two more applicants were 
received. Then came a_ discussion, 
whether or not to receive a gift of scrolls, 
as appreciation, from certain citizens of 
Paotsing upon the completion of the erec- 
tion of the new front to the chapel. To 
receive the gift would mean, according to 
Chinese custom, that the givers should be 
feasted. Not to receive it might lead the 
outside people to think that the Christians 
didn’t want to associate with them. After 
prayer over the matter it was decided to 
accept the gift and provide for the feast 
by individual pledges. Seven members 
pledged $1 each and others smaller 
amounts. I was cheered to see how they 
cheerfully shouldered their responsibility, 
so responded with a pledge of $2 for the 
balance needed. The above amounts would 
seem small to a Church at home in America | 
but a gift of $1 from a person whose salary 
is $10 a month or another with even less 
income, means real sacrifice. More needs 
were to follow. How provide for the kero- 
sene needed for the coming year? It was 
explained that while the Mission had fur- 
nished five tins of kerosene during the 
last year there would be none from the 
Mission next year. Kerosene has doubled 
in price during the last year and all food 
products are up in price, so here was truly 
a challenge to a little group of about 20 
Christians. The regular weekly contribu- 
tions, after other expenses of the Chapel, 
would most probably only supply funds for 
three tins of kerosene. It was figured that 
9 tins would be needed for the year. The 
present cost is $6 a tin. The preacher led 
off with the pledge of a tin, the Church 
treasurer did likewise, two others together 
pledged a tin, four women united and 
promised a tin, three others came forward 
with the pledge of a tin. Thus 8 tins were 
provided for but it had required quite a 
bit of time and no one was left for the 
remaining tin. Just that day a gift had 
come from friends in America, so I rejoiced 
their hearts by telling them I had some 


friends who would provide the one tin — 


still needed. = 
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The Sunday before Christmas was a 
crisp wintry day, but there was a real 
warmth of Christian love in the hearts of 
those who gthered at the morning service 
to rejoice with the four women and the one 
man who received baptism. The Commu- 
nion service with 21 partaking was the 
largest ever held in Paotsing Chapel. I 
rejoiced with the three oldest members 
present, and it was remarked that the 
Lord’s work looked more hopeful today 
than it did ten years ago when there were 
only 5 or 6 to partake at a Communion 
service. 

Each evening for a week before Christ- 
mas the children of the Christians came 
to practice hymns for Christmas. The 
three nights previous to Christmas the 
Christians gathered in the chapel to hear 
the Gospel stories relating to the birth and 
early life of Jesus. Christmas decorations 
were very simple. Several strings of small 
paper flags of all nations were strung over- 
head in the chapel. Four big display can- 
dles gave a touch of homelikeness. The 
lanterns were wooden frames with bright 
colored cloth stretched around the frames. 
Each was about two and one-half feet high. 
Paper-made dangles hung from lamps, lan- 
terns and other places throughout the 
chapel. Large gilt Chinese characters an- 
nounced the birthday of Jesus. One large 
paper Christmas bell hung just inside the 
chapel door. 

At 7.30 on Christmas morning all but a 
couple of the Christians, several enquirers 
and a group of children gathered for an 
early Praise and Prayer service. The 
writer led the service, opening with “Joy 
to the World.” After prayer all sang 
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing.” Isaiah 
(chapter nine, verse six) was the Scripture 
lesson, with just a few comments of praise 
for the birth of our Saviour. Then fol- 
lowed a season of prayers in which prac- 
tically every Christian took part. All were 
filled with gratitude and wanted to thank 
God, so there were no silent periods. Sev- 
eral times two were praying at once. All 
joined heartily in singing “Happy Day,” 
after which we repeated the Lord’s Prayer, 
closing the Christmas morning service. Mr. 
Swen presented each adult with a pomolo 
taken from the tree in the rear of the 
chapel. The writer gave each of the women 
a cake of American toilet soap—gifts from 
friends in America. 

The afternoon Christmas feast has been 
a feature of the Christmas celebration 
since work was opened in Yungsui and 
Paotsing. The cooks, buyers, and helpers 
had arrived early, so we all ate breakfast 
together. At ten-thirty, following the ring- 
ing of the second bell, a service was held 
in the chapel. Mr. Swen conducted the 
service—the children sang several songs. 
There were about 80 people present. After 
the meeting packages of peanuts were 
handed out to all the children and handfuls 
to the adults. Mr. Swen gave pomoloes to 
the children who had taken part. The next 
half hour was spent sitting around char- 
coal fires, eating peanuts and listening to 
the phonograph. Later several snapshots 
of groups were taken. Since they had ac- 
commodations for serving only four tables 
with 32 guests at a time it took quite a 
while to serve the 80 guests. Each had 
donated a definite amount toward the ex- 
penses of the feast. The day closed with 
an evening evangelistic service, at which 
there were about 150 present. 

With the Psalmist let us shout, “Let us 
make a joyful noise unto God with Psalms. 
For Jehovah is a great God, And a great 
King above all gods.” After 15 years of 
preaching in Paotsing we see the Light 
breaking through the darkness — 25 souls 


precious in the sight of Almighty God are. 


enlisted under His banner. Friends, has 
it been worth while—your prayers and 
gifts? I trust every reader has had a 
part through prayer and benevolences in 
the saving of these souls. helo 
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_ “Yes,” said the mother, “my daughter but he was awakened by a hand on his 
is a great comfort to me.” shoulder and a voice calling his name. The 
“Well, personally, I prefer a daughter "00m became flooded with a strange light 


who is good looking enough to be a wor- 
ry,” retorted the catty one.—Goode News. 


What a Good Spirit Told 
Mr. Grouch 


By Catharine Smith Brown 


Once upon a time, not so very long ago, 
there lived, in the town of B , & man 
by name of Ima Grouch. Now, to help you 
picture in your mind this certain Ima 
Grouch, I will tell you a little about hin. 

Kirst of all, let me say that Ima Grouch 
was not his real name at all, but he had 
such a way of beginning all his conversa- 
tions with the pronoun “I” and centering 
all his thoughts there, that folks named 
him “Ima,” which name he bore until— 
but that is ahead of my story. 

Ima Grouch was a rich, influential man 
in his community, and his influence reach- 
ed a wide circle of folks who came in con- 
tact with him. Most people did not like 
his ways, yet they found themselves be- 
lieving him and repeating his sayings be- 
fore they were aware of it. 

Ima Grouch was a member of the 
Chureh in his home town. His influence 
could have been turned into untold good 
for the Chureh, had he used it in the right 
way; but the “I” would not let him rest, 
and when the new pastor came and the 
members of the Chureh were contented 
and ready for work, Ima spent a lot of his 
time looking for faults. At last, when 
speaking to some men who belonged to 
other denominations, Ima said, “Yes, a nice 
chap this new man; but there is one thing 
about him I do not like—,” and he told 
of his secret dislike of the new pastor. The 
word spread and at each repetition a little 
was added, and before long the new pastor 
was one big bundle of faults. By and by 
the seeds of discontent spread among many 
members of the flock and many who were 
happy before found themselves eyeing the 
new pastor in a critical mood. The pastor 
began suffering the agony of being what 
he thought a failure. This state of mind 
soon began to show in his work—and the 
discontent grew. 

Then Ima began on the elders, deacons, 
ushers, and at last on members of the con- 
gregation, finding fault with this one and 
that and giving what seemed a very good 
reason why “brother so and so” should not 
hold the office he had, or why Mr. A, B, 
or C should not be held in good standing 
in the Church. 

In an amazingly short time the Church 
life was one of chaos, where before had 
been harmony. Yet, Ima thought himself 
exceptionally godly and continued to deal 
knock-out blows to his fellow Churchmen. 

Then, one night, a strange thing hap- 
pened to Ima. He had returned home from 
an important meeting of the congregation, 
where before and after the service his 
smooth tongue had wielded its blows. . It 
was a cold wintry night, and a warm fire 
was glowing in the library when Ima en- 
tered. Pulling a chair before the fireplace 
he made himself comfortable and began re- 
calling the events of the evening: 

“There was the opening prayer offered 
by Brother Jones—a fine prayer too—but 
I wouldn’t think of Jones as being a fit 
man to offer public prayer. The address by 
the pastor, ‘Love Thy Neighbor,’ was 
pretty good and certainly ‘hit? a number of 
the hypocrites there, but it would have 
been more interesting if he hadn’t used his 
notes so often. The solo sung by Miss 
G—— would have been good but she put 
too many high-sounding accents on her 
words. Then there was—the—th—” 

But Ima had fallen asleep amid his rev- 
eries. How long he slept he cannot say, 


and by his side stood a figure of shining 
glory, draped in a robe of white. 

“Who are you and from where have you 
come?” asked Ima in fear. 

“T am the Spirit of Goodwill,” said a 
voice which sounded like the music from 
the chimes in the Church-tower. “I am 
here to warn you of the life to come.” 

“Warn me?” roared Ima. “This is in- 
deed a good one! I, who go to Church 
regularly, I, who contribute largely to the 
coffers of the Church, I, who—” 

“Quiet!” warned the voice. “I have 
brought with me a few gods from the 
underworld whom you already serve, and 
who, I am sure, you will forsake when 
you see the sort of gods you are allowing 
to live in the temple God has given you— 
your soul.” 

The Spirit beckoned and there came 
forth a god in the form of a devil, and 
clothed in robes of fire. The chills of fear 
erept over Ima and he would have left 
the room but the good Spirit silenced him. 

“This,” said the Spirit, “is the god of 
falsehood. He is a great mathematician, 
but only in adding and multiplying. You 
told about your pastor not having clear 
pronunciation; it was because of a cold 
which affected his throat. You have not 
told that he has spoken distinctly ever 
sinee, have you? Not exactly a falsehood, 
but this god took hold of it and the results 
you can see for yourself. Your pastor is 
discouraged, heart-broken, and about to 
give up. Go to him, encourage him, and 
then tell your fellowmen what a fine man 
he really is. Let the Spirit of Truth enter 
your temple and cast this fiery god out.” 

Next entered another god similar to the 
first, but clothed in yellow. 

“This,” said the Spirit, “is the god of 
fault-finding. He is very active and ear- 
ries his followers to certain doom. You 
have been finding fault with Elder Jones, 
when just yesterday I saw him pick up a 
poor defenseless cat that you rudely kicked 
out of your way. I could tell you many 
good things about Elder Jones and many 
others whom you have been hindering in 
their good work by your merciless fault- 
finding, but I am going to ask you to call 
the Spirit of Helpfulness to enter your 
temple and show you the real life of these 
fine folk.” 

Just then Ima heard a hissing sound and 
from the door came a green monster far 
worse than the other two. His eyes flash- 
ed coals of hatred and his poisonous tongue 
was never still. 

“This,” said the Spirit, “is the god of 
Selfishness. From him spring the coals of 
hatred, envy, and murder, and all things 
evil. He is the ruler of all the gods of 
the underworld. You have given to him 
the ruling of your life. He and his help- 
ers, two of whom you have seen (but there 
are many more), have made your life a 
worthless thing, a medium through which 
they attack everything working for the 
good of humanity. It is not too late, Ima; 
I warn you to clean your soul temple, de- 
throne this green god, and in his place 
crown as king the Spirit of Love. Do 
this, and in a week you will be a changed 
man, for the good spirits work fast when 
given a chance, and have a great influence 
upon all about you. When you find things 
not going right take that powerful ‘Tl’ and 
give it a good cleansing; the trouble al- 
ways lies there!” And with this final 
warning, the Spirit of Goodwill was gone. 

Ima stood up and shuddered; then he 
went down on his knees. Kneeling at the 
chair he prayed not as he oft prayed be- 
fore,—“Oh, God, I thank Thee that I am 
not as other men”; but he cried, “Oh, God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner!” 

And a wonderful peace came over his 
soul and from that night, Ima began a 
new life, and the world about him became 
a better place in which to live. 
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Young Lady Motorist: “It’s snowing and 
sleeting, and I’d like to buy some chains 
for my tires.” 

“T’m sorry. We keep only groceries.” 
“How annoying! I understood this was 
a chain store.” 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO BEHEAD THE MISSING 
WORDS NO. 3 


. Grant—rant—ant. 
. Flute—lute—Ute. 
Spout—pout—out. 
. Police—lice—ice. 

. Slate—late—ate. 

Clear—Lear—ear. 
Slink—link—ink. 


NID OUP PO 


WORD CUBE NO, 15 


* * * * * 
* * * * * 
* * * * * 
* * * * * 
* x * * ra 


Across: 
1. To put to flight 
Name of a hunting dog 
A short name for a much used ear 
What he did when he slept 
The name of Henry Ford’s son 


or He GW LO 


Down: 


Same as across. 
A. M. S. 


“Ephraim has a wide acquaintance.” 
“Yes, ah saw him with her las’ night.” 


NEXT BEST THING 


“Oh, John!” screamed the excited 
woman driver, “the car is running away!” 

“Can you stop it?” asked the worried 
husband. 

“No ” 

“Well, then, see if you can’t hit some- 
thing cheap.” 


The Amateur Typist Writes: 


My tOWn HAs tWO iNDoOr mInia- 
TURe gOLF COurSeS. One oF THeM 
opENEd at 35CenTS PER gAMe, tHEn 
rEDucEd thE PriCe tO 25 cENTs, tHEn 
15 ce, anD Now OFFerS FRee dANCinG 
tO ATtRaCt cUStOMeRs. tHE oTheR 
cHArGEd 35¢ @ fiRSt, anD Now OffErs 
twO GamEs foR 26 cENtS/ NeitHEr HAs 
mORE tHan a HAIF Doz. cUSTomERs per 
DAy. dURinG THe suMMER evEryBody 
wanTED to PlaY, anD ManY WaiTEd in 
LINe fOR The oPPOrtUniTy to Pay $.50 
per gAMEe. NOw oNLY a cOUple folKS 
waNT To pLAY. 

MAnY pEOPle plaY At REIIgION thE 
Same Way. THEy jOIN a chURch AND 
BecoME inTERestEd in soME actiVity 
anD You jUST ecanT hOld tHem Back/ 
They EVeN wAIt iN Line For THE 
ChanCe to tHach a sUnday scHool iCLAss. 
tHEn of a sudDEn tHEir inTERest laGs 
and tHE Most atTRacTive OFFers wILL 
noT inducE Them to cARry oN. 

I don’T bLame fOLKs foR Not wANT- 
ing to Play mINIatuRe goLF, buT I be- 
liEve thEY’d geT A Lot of fUN if tHEy’d 
play the GAmE of rEliglOn riGHT 
aLOng. THe rULEs are hARDer tHAn 
in mINiatURE goLF—bUT The priZES 
are blgger tOO/! 


Teacher: “Johnny, to what class of the 
animal kingdom do I belong?” 

Johnny: “T don’t know, teacher. Pa says 
you’re an old hen, and ma says yow’re an 
old cat.” 


REFORMED 


CHURGH 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene S. De Chant 


S tewardship Essay Contestants in this 
our ninth competition, are divided for 
us Birthday Club boys and girls into 

T wo groups: Group A, aged 9-11; Group 
B, aged 12-14. 

Essays of Group A are to contain 300- 

400 

ords; and of Group B, 600-800 words. 

nd the contest closes March 8th. 

ules are few and we want to keep 
them: 

o your best in neatness and make your 

style as simple as you can, 

S tick to your topic: Group A: “How Can 
I Serve God with My Money?” Group 
B: “What Can I Learn from Sam Hig- 
ginbottom of India as a Christian 
Steward?” 

Ho ave and work out 

I deas all your own. 

Posters too, we’re making, and prizes 
will be given for both essays and post- 
ers. 

P. S.—The Stewardship Committee of 
our Church will be glad to send us all 
sorts of news about the contest—about 
our pen names, Stewardship Study Books 
and so on. All we need to do is write 
to that Committee at 316 Schaff Building, 
Philadelphia. 


THOUGHTS FROM AN OLD POEM ; 
By John Franklin Bair 
(Copyrighted) 


Alone inside my study wall 

I sat and mused, the fam’ly all 

Had gone to make a friendly call 
On good old Mother Brown; 

I took a text on which to base 

My Sunday theme, noted the place, 

Then rose and from an old book-case 
Took a large volume down. 


A book of poems, one which she, 
My precious wife, had given me; 
I opened it, hoping to see 
Some lines appropriate 
Unto my text, I might infuse 
Into my talk; we preachers use 
Quotations which we often choose, 
Our themes to illustrate. 


I chanced upon a poem old, 
The author’s name was Hannah Gould, 
In which she reverently told 
How she wrote in the sand, 
Upon the ocean shore, her name, 
And how soon afterwards there came 
A wave and soon destroyed the same 
Which she wrote with her hand. 


The poem was a short one; yet, 

I ne’er shall throughout life forget 

The deep impression made, it set 
My mind to thinking how 

We mortal creatures often stand 

Upon life’s ocean’s barren strand, 

And place our hopes in sinking sand 
Thru which sin’s waves oft plow. 


I wondered o’er what I had read, 
Then clasped my hands and bowed my 
head, 

And from my heart this prayer I said, 
“Dear Savior, Lord and King, 

From Thy bright fold ne’er let me stray, 

Guide me within the narrow way, 

And grant that I thru life each day 
To Thee may ever cling.” 


Butler, Pa. 


THE PASTOR SAYS 


By John Andrew Holmes 


No man can rise so high that his 
wife may not call him down. 
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Jones had occasion to reprimand -his 
wife. “I think, dear,” he said soothingly, 
“that you fib a little occasionally.” 

“Well, I think it’s a wife’s duty,’ was 
her response, “to speak well of her hus- 
band occasionally.”—London Answers. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


THE IDLER 
Lorena Daniel Solberg 


“T don’t know what ever to do with 
Helen!” Mrs. Ernest exclaimed to her 
friend. “She has just brought home an- 
other poor report from school. I ean’t 
understand it. Phyllis, our older girl, has 
always done so well in all her work and 
has never required any outside help, either. 
But Helen just manages to ‘get by’ and 
that is all. One would think children in 
the same family, with the same _ back- 
ground and environment, would be more 
alike.” 

‘Does she sleep well and long enough, 
and does she get the fresh air and exer- 
cise she should have? Has she a good ap- 
petite?” the friend asked. 

“Yes. I’ve checked up on all those 
points. I have talked with Miss James, 
her teacher, too. She says Helen just 
doesn’t seem interested. She does well 
enough in whatever she happens to like 
but of course the subjects she is poorest 
in are the ones she does not care for. Miss 
James says she has done all she can, but 
the child positively will not apply herself.” 

“Have you talked the matter over with 
Helen, herself?” 

“Yes, Father and I have scolded, plead- 
ed, praised, shamed. We have spent hours 
and hours drilling and helping her. Why, 
we’ve even offered to buy anything within 
reason that she wants, but it all avails 
nothing.” 

“You say you help her at home?” asked 
the friend who was also a mother and a 
former teacher. 

“Every night while there is school!” the 
exasperated mother exclaimed. 

“Well, try not helping.” 

“Then she would fail!” 

“No, I don’t think so,” the friend re- 
plied. “Helen appears to be as bright as 
Phyllis, yet Phyllis has never required any 
home help. Helen can do well what she 
wants to do, but what she doesn’t eare 
about she dallies along with, knowing she 
can wait until she gets home and then re- 
ceive help. Her class does not have home 
assignments so she should not bring work 
home, especially as she plays during her 
study hours. I advise you and Miss James. 
to try letting her know that she is expected 
to do her work at school and to do it well 
in the time provided. Do not scold, 
threaten nor promise rewards, but quietly 
and irrevocably state what is expected.” 

Of course, Helen didn’t think they really 
meant it, so for several days tried dally- 
ing along the same as usual. However, 
when she, was firmly reminded she was to 
take no work home, she began to “sit up 
and take notice’ and before many weeks 
had passed she had setlled down to a little 
real application with satisfactory results. 

It was not just spelling or arithmetie 
that counted; it was the life lesson, the 
lesson that a thing is best and most 
easily done at the proper time, and the 
only real reward for work well done is— 
work well done. 


“The kindergarten is the most interest- 
ing department of the whole school system 
to me. The opportunities for the develop- 
ment of habits, skills, attitudes and all 
the other characteristics which make good 


citizens are abundantly provided.”—Miles — 


W. Connor, Principal, Fannie J. Coppin 
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Normal School, Baltimore, Maryland. 

If there is no kindergarten in your 
publie school, write to the National Kin- 
dergarten Association, 8 West Fortieth 
Street, New York. 


FIVE MISTAKES OF LIFE 


1. The delusion that individual advance- 
ment is made by crushing others down. 

2. The tendency to worry about things 
that cannot be changed or corrected. 

3. Insisting that a thing is impossible 
because we ourselves cannot accomplish it. 

4. Attempting to compel other persons 
to believe and live as we do. 

5. Neglect in developing and refining 
the mind by not acquiring the habit of 
reading fine literature.—Forbes’ Magazine. 


The Family Altar 


By Prof. H. H. Wernecke 


HELP FOR WEEK OF MAR. 2-8 


Practical Thought: “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.” 

Memory Hymn: “Ride On! Ride On in 
Majesty!”—Hymnal of Reformed Church, 
No. 154. 


Prayer for Children: 


Father, we thank Thee for the night, 
And for the pleasant morning light, 
For rest and food and loving care, 

And all that makes the day so fair. 


Help us to do the things we should, 
To be to others kind and good? 
In all we do in work or play 

To grow more loving every day. 


Monday—A Good Neighbor 
Luke 10:25-37 

After the lawyer had been robbed of his 
own weapon by Jesus’ masterful reply to 
the first question, he sought to justify him- 
self by limiting the sphere to which the 
law of love applies by suggesting that it is 
impossible to love everyone, even though 
it be required to love our neighbors. At 
this point Jesus introduced this superb 
parable. The priest and Levite, minister 
and deacon we would say, either because 
of fear of thieves or lack of sympathy 
passed by a robbed and wounded man. 
Then came a Samaritan, a layman, of an 
alien race and a despised religion. He 
had compassion, went over to him, treated 
him as a brother and seated him on his 
own beast. The Samaritan put the wound- 
ed man in his own place, treated him as 
his own self. His own comfort was in 
having this stranger comfortable. In this 
story Jesus points out that our neighbor is 
not one who “lives near” but rather one 
who needs our help, regardless of official 
position, race, color or creed. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, our Father, for 
removing all barriers that separated the 
various peoples of the earth. Lead us and 
so fill us with Thy love that we may not 
only know them all as world neighbors 
but may co-operate with them as Thy 
children and hence recognize our privilege 
of serving them whenever there is oppor- 
tunity. Amen. 


Tuesday—Racial Antipathies 
John 4:1-9 
The Samaritan people were composed of 
a remnant of Israelites, together with col- 
onists that had been introduced from 
Babylonia, Hamath and Arabia. They 
erected images of their gods and combined 
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their idolatries with the worship of Jehovah. 

seing then neither of pure Hebrew blood 
nor of uncontaminated worship, there was 
little social and religious association with 
them on the part of most Jews. No trace 
of this appears in Jesus’ words. He un- 
hesitatingly speaks to a woman, a poor 
woman who was performing the act of a 
servant, a woman who was a social out- 
cast, belonging to a despised race. He 
overcomes all antipathy, by placing him- 
self upon a level with the person he ad- 
dresses. He saw the need and under- 
stood the background of this Samaritan, 
but treats her simply as an individual who 
is in need of the “gift of God.” 

Prayer: Remove from our hearts, O 
Father, those deep-rooted sinful prejudices 
of supposed superiority over others. Cause 
us to see all our privileges as gifts of 
Thine and to remember that to whom much 
is given, of him much shall be required. 
Amen. 


Wednesday—Racial Prejudices Overcome 
Acts 10:23-33 

This gathering in the house of Cornelius 
was as extraordinary as a negro family 
visiting with a while family today and vice 
versa. Peter had been taught to regard 
no man as “common or unclean.” So with- 
out hesitancy he, with the three messen- 
gers and six Jewish Christians who might 
serve as witnesses of the events which 
would follow, entered the house of this 
Gentile Cornelius, this Roman soldier. The 
key to overcoming racial prejudice lies in 
the words “eall no man common or un- 
clean,” and “we are all here present in the 
sight of God.” Recently in a Men’s Bible 
Class amazement was expressed that a 
white Y. M. C. A. secretary should have 
visited with a colored man. As usual the 
arguments of slothfulness, filth and the 
like, consumed the hour for discussion. 
When will we as Christians come to the 
point of respecting indivduals as individu- 
als whether their skin is black, brown, red, 
yellow or white? Beauty may be only skin 
deep, but race prejudice is so deep-seated 
that only the grace of God can overcome it. 

Prayer: We rejoice in the growth of a 
better understanding between the various 
races, O Father, but ask Thy forgiveness 
for the injustice so frequently manifested 
even today. Implant Thy love into the 
hearts of all, so that we may respect and 
love one another. Amen. 


Thursday—No Respecter of Person 
James 2:1-9 

This secene of showing honor to a rich 
man and disrespect to a man who was 
poor is quite up-to-date. Considerations 
of wealth or class or power or social dis- 
tinction play a greater part in the Church 
than the term “My Brethren” sanctions. 
Such conduct of partiality and unjust dis- 
tinctions is unreasonable. Many poor men 
are actually rich and many rich men are 
deserving only of contempt. Poor men are 
often peculiarly rich in faith and heirs of 
the glorious Kingdom of God; rich men are 
often opposed to God and His cause. More 
serious than being merely unreasonable, 
such partiality is sinful. It lacks the law 
of love which sets men free from sin and 
self. 

Prayer: Knowing that men looketh on 
the outward appearance, but Thou lookest 
upon the heart, we pray Thee to cause us 
to walk as in Thy sight and thus manifest 
due humility toward all with whom we 
associate. Amen. 


Friday—Duties to Neighbors 
Lev. 19:9-18 


After kindness to the poor is enjoined 
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by commanding that the Hebrews should 
leave some corn in the corners of the field, 
scattered ears for the reaping and glean- 
ing of the poor, as also clusters of grapes, 
this broad principle of love to one’s neigh- 
bor is stated. This is, in essence, the 
golden rule. It means that every man 
should put himself in his neighbor’s place; 
be as anxious to avoid injury to another 
as he would dislike receiving injury from 
another; be as desirous of doing good to 
his neighbor who is in need as he would 
be eager to receive help from him if he 
himself were in distress, To the extent 
that love is the guiding motive in them, 
the community chests and other welfare 
agencies are the fulfillment of these Old 
Testament laws in our time. When peo- 
ple accept the words, “I am Jehovah,” the 
words preceding will be gladly followed 
among children of the Father in heaven. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, O Father, that 
Thou hast placed us into families, each. 
member having a duty to the other. Like- 
wise are we grateful for the numerous con- 
tacts with neighbors, rich and poor. May 
we in all our dealings with one another be 
guided as sons of Thine. Amen. 


Saturday—The Command to Love 
Mark 12:28-34 


Over against the complex moral code of 
the Jews with their infinite number of 
minute requirements and regulations, Jesus 
declares that the whole duty of man, the 
full sum of moral obligation is embodied 
and expressed in one word, love. All the 
Ten Commandments and all other divine 
requirements are but expression of this 
basic principle. This love must be exer- 
cised in two directions, first toward God 
and secondly toward men. Perfect love to 
God and to man is surely the way of life; 
but who can show such perfect love? Jesus 
came not to destroy this requirement of 
the law but to reveal its complete ful- 
fillment; to secure pardon for those who 
were guilty of its infraction, and to give 
power to those who felt their need, 

Prayer: We thank Thee, O gracious 
Father, that Thou has implanted into our 
hearts Thy love. Cause the same to be- 
come even purer and more intense so that 
is may more completely control our every 
word and deed. Amen. 


Sunday—tThe Perfect Love 
Matthew 5:38-48 


According to the Law of Moses the 
courts were to administer justice in accord- 
ance with the command, “An eye for an 
eye, a tooth for a tooth.” This is a fun- 
damental principle of law in all lands and 
ages and simply means that the penalty is 
to fit the crime. The Pharisee and his 
formalist associates made of it a pretext 
for taking private revenge. Similarly, 
while the Old Testament plainly required 
one to observe the law of love, in order 
to excuse himself for his narrow exclusive- 
ness and national selfishness, the Jew had 
interpreted his “neighbor” as meaning only 
his fellow countrymen and had adopted 
the rule, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
and hate thine enemy.” Jesus gives to the 
familiar precept a very different interpre- 
tation, “Love your enemies, bless them 
that persecute you.” Only such nobler con- 
duct is becoming sons of the heavenly 
Father. The perfect love that can seek 
the highest welfare of enemies and can 
pray for the unkind, this is like the per- 
fect love of the Father. 5 

Prayer: We realize, O Christ, that of 
ourselves we fail to realize the high ideal 
of loving our enemies. Cause Thy spirit 
to move our hearts so that we may look 
beyond the things that separate us. 
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CHURCH CONFERENCE OF SOCIAL 
: - WORK 
The Executive Committee of the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America 


at its meeting in Washington, December 
2-3, 1930, passed unanimously and enthusi- 
astically the following resolutions on the 
Chureh Conference of Social Work: “Be 


It Resolved: (a) That the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Federal Council, in session 
at Washington, December 2-3, 1930, recog- 
nizes the spiritual as well as social mean- 


— 
co 


ing of these great and humane agencies of 
social ministry; (b) Approves the purposes 
and organization of the Church Conference 
of Social Work; (c) Recommends hearty 
co-operation by its constituent bodies—of- 
ficials, pastors, editors and Church social 
workers with the Church Conference; (d) 
Urges concentration of effort in bringing 
our Protestant denominations into effective 
and co-operative action with these social 
work agencies, in behalf of the individuals 
and families whom they seek to redeem.” 

Plans for the second meeting of the 
Chureh Conference of Social Work to be 
held in Minneapolis, June 14-20, as an 
Associate Group of the National Confer- 
ence, are developing. A General Commit- 
tee for the Church Conference has been 
created, with fifty-three members for 1930- 
31, Professor L. Foster Wood, Colgate-Ro- 
chester Divinity School, chairman. The 
personnel of the committee consists of de- 
nominational social service secretaries and 
representatives from councils of Churches, 
federations of Church women, theological 
seminaries, sociologists, pastors and affili- 
ated organizations of the Federal] ‘Council 
and from the National Conference of So- 
cial Work. Rev. James M. Mullan, secre- 
tary of the Social Service Commission, rep- 
resents the Reformed Church on the Gen- 
eral Committee and also on the Executive 
Committee. A meeting of the General 
Committee was held on January 7, at 
which there was discussion of program 
plans, the promotion of denominational and 
sectional participation in the conference, 
and other organized details. 

The program topics on the Conference 
program include The Church and Unem- 
ployment, The Rural Minister.and Social 
Work, The Church as a Factor in the So- 
cial Work of a Community, The Place and 
Opportunity of the Church in the Care of 
Dependent Children, and for ministers a 
report on.a Study of Trends in the Social 
Activities of Churches and The Pastor and 
Life Adjustment. Problems. A Fellowship 
Dinner is planned for Thursday evening, 
with discussion on Follow-up of the White 
House Conference on Child Health and 
Protection and the Place of the Church in 
the Program, with a brief business session. 
Membership dues in the Church Confer- 
ence have been fixed at $1 annually, in- 
cluding proceedings. The headquarters of 
the Church Conference will be at. the 
Curtis Hotel. The Minneapolis Church 
Federation is taking part in the under- 
writing of the expense of the Conference. 


James M. Mullan. 
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Over Against Fragments. <A few friends 
in the East have had the satisfaction of 
looking over the program which gave, for 
1930, a most challenging year to the mem- 
bers of the W. M. S. of First Church, Los 
Angeles, Mrs. Edward F. Evemeyer, chair- 
man of the Program Committee. Associ- 
ates with Mrs. Evemeyer in the work of 
the W. M. S. G. S. have observed that her 
policy to prepare programs of value has 
made it possible to maintain an actively 
interested W. M. 8. in parishes differing 
in intellectual and numerical strength. 

Among the hundreds of Missionary Socie- 
ties there has_always been a small propor- 
tion of local societies who consistently fol- 
low the ideal of dressing up their pro- 
grams with as much care as most Women’s 
Clubs prepare theirs. In these groups the 
interest does not diminish toward the close 
of the year. In the program of the W. M. 
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S., First Church, Los Angeles, many feat- 
ures recommend themselves for sharing 
with the readers of this column. From 
among them we select the annual meeting, 
captioned “The Highway of the Work.” 
The reports are called for under captions 
equally attractive. The president reports 
under “The Tour of the Year,” the vice- 
presidents, “Consulting Agents for Jour- 
ney,” secretary, “Booking the Events,” 
treasurer, “The Travelers’ Checks.” De- 
partmental secretaries report as “Guides,” 
the Hospitality Committee, “Hotel Hos- 
tess,’ Membership Committee, “Passengers 
Taken on Board,’ Program Committee, 
“Road Maps.” A last page in the assem- 
bled programs is titled “The Guide Post” 
contains much information, as “All regu- 
lar afternoon sessions begin at 1.30”; 
“Easy to remember the day—First Thurs- 
day in every month,” ete., ete. In my 
judgment, the most important considera- 
tion for any society is the program, com- 
prehensive and attractive, set up for the 
entire year. 


With Thought for the Future. 
correspondence with friends in various 
eenters where Miss Ruth Heinmiller was 
officially visiting, in a previous issue, we 
listed a number of conferences. The 
itinerary in the East having been complet- 
ed, Miss Heinmiller has sent us a list of 
her conferences and visits. Judging from 
the manner in which Classical secretaries, 
not only arranged but participated in the 
conferences, we look for renewed interest 
among Guilds and Mission Bands. In Read- 
ing, Mrs. Walter Kuntze arranged a series 
of meetings which made it possible for the 
girls of every Guild to meet and confer 
with Miss Heinmiller. The new Guild of 
St. Andrew’s was guest at a regular meet- 
ing of St. John’s Guild. Mrs. Stanley 
Walters, member of St. Stephen’s Guild, 
entertained at her home for the members 
of Trinity, First, St. Mark’s and St. Ste- 
phen’s. At Grace, Alsace, members of 
Riverside Church were invited. The group 
is in the process of being organized. 

With both Missionary Guild and Mission 
Band secretaries of Zion’s Classis residing 
at York, Pa., Miss Heinmiller spent a 
week-end there enroute to Baltimore. This 
gave opportunity for conference with Mrs. 
W. H. Perfetty and Mrs. Ernest Bishoff. 
At Baltimore, Mrs. James R. Bergey had 
charge of arrangements. A delightful sup- 
per meeting of the Y. W. C. A. brought 
together representatives from all the city 
Guilds. 


Through 


At Selinsgrove, Lewisburg and Shamo- 
kin, Miss Heinmiller held conferences with 
Guilds or secretaries of Guilds. At Allen- 
town, Mrs. Claude Kleckner, Classical 
Guild secretary, arranged the following 
group meetings: At St. Andrew’s Church, 
representatives were present from the fol- 
lowing Guilds: Grace, Zion’s and St, An- 
drew’s, with a group of girls from St. 
James, who are looking to organization. 
A conference was held with the girls of 
St. John’s, in the process of reorganizing. 
At Kutztown Miss Heinmiller spoke at the 
regular meeting of the Guild. 

In Goshenhoppen Classis, the Boyertown 
Guild was hostess to young peoples’ groups 
from the entire Classis—a fine group of 
girls and boys. 

Beginning with February 15, when Miss 
Heinmiller held a meeting for all the Guild 
girls of Chicago and extending to the 5th 
of March, she will be doing field work in 
Midwest Synod. 


From Central Pennsylvania. An encour- 
aging note of the preparations under way 
for three Christian Fellowship Congresses 
in Juniata Classis gives the following in- 
formation: Congresses will he held at Bed- 
ford,Huntingdon and Christ Chureh, Al- 
toona. The Classical president sent detail- 
ed letters to every minister and to every 
W. M.S. president. On Fel, 19 she pre- 
sented the purpose and plan of the Con- 
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gresses to the annual meeting of Juniata: 
Classis, meeting in Christ Church, Altoona, 


“Consistency—thou art a Jewel.” Ly- 
ing before me is an invitation, issued by 
The Harmon Foundation, to an exhibitiom 
of the work of Negro artists—paintings,. 
etching, sculpture. “The Harmon Founda- 
tion was inaugurated in 1922 by the late 
William E, Harmon, of New York, as a 
family trust, with the desire of interesting 
his family, living under modern condi- 
tions, in their responsibility to the social 
structure.” The activities of the Founda- 
tion are playgrounds in congested city 
areas, loans to college men and women, re- 
gardless of race or color, a division of 
awards in which reeognition is made of 
the work of individuals, who have not 
achieved fame but have done work worthy 
of recognition. Last year hundreds of per- 
sons visited the exhibition—attended the: 
first showing and the teas. Yet our inter- 
est—is it with the person or the product?’ 

With the caption “All God’s Chillun Ride 
in the Passenger Elevator,” the February’ 
“News Sheet of the Fellowship Recogni-. 
tion” says: “WGBS. with studios in the: 
Hotel Lincoln, New York City, has just 
asked Negro artists scheduled to broad- 
cast over that station to;use the freight 
elevator. Shades of the Emancipation 
President!” 

The recent National Student Faculty 
Conference (under the auspices of the: 
Council of Christian associations) was held 
at the Book-Cadillae Hotel, Detroit, know- 
ing that Negroes could not receive enter- 
tainment at the hotel, Again and again the 
Home Missions Council have deeided to 
meet where there is no race discrimination, 
only to find themselves laying aside the 
decision. . . . In the matter of race, few- 
white Christians may lay elaim to con- 
sistency!! 


A Fine Bit of Prose Poetry 


One of the “Messenger’s” good friends 
sends to the editor this gracious letter 
with enclosure, which is well worth print- 
ing in these columns, as an illustration of 
the appreciation felt by great souls for the 
wonders and beauties of God’s handiwork 
in nature. 

Dear Dr, Leinbach: 

Find enclosed a copy of “A Great Old 
Sunset” by Hon. Samuel Sullivan Cox, of 
Ohio. 

It was while he was in the editorial 
chair at Columbus, Ohio, that the sobriquet’ 
“Sunset” was conferred upon him, a sobri-- 
quet fitting his initials and clinging to him: 
thereafter all his days. It came as a 
sequel to an exceedingly picturesque de- 
scription from the editor’s pen, of a glori- 
ous sunset. This description, under the 
caption “A Great Old Sunset,’ appeared 
in the “Statesman,” May 19, 1853. 

My copy was given to me by a friend 
of Editor Cox—Hon. Jerry Carpenter, of 
Ohio. I found it recently among some old 
papers and re-read it, when the thought 
came to me that you might enjoy it for 
the “Messenger.” 

Very sincerely, 
Ida S. Elson. 
A Great Old Sunset 


a stormful sunset was that of 
last night! How glorious the storm and 
how splendid the setting of the sun! We 
do not remember ever to have seen the 
like on our round globe. The scene opened 
in the west, with a whole horizon full of 
golden impenetrating lustre, which color- 
ed the foliage and brightened every object 
in its own rich dyes. The colors grew 
deeper and richer, until the golden lustre 
was transformed into a storm-cloud, full 
of finest lightning, which leaped in daz- 
zling zigzags all around and over the city. 


“What 
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The wind arose with fury, the slemfer”= — 
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shrubs and quaint trees made obeisance to 
its majesty: some even snapped before its 
force. The strawberry beds and grass 
plots ‘turned up their whites’ to see Zeph- 
rus march by. As the rain came, and the 
pools formed, and the gutters hurried 
away, thunder roared grandly, and the fire- 
bells caught the excitement and rang with 
hearty chorus. The south and east receiv- 
ed the copious showers, and the west all at 
once brightened up in a long, polished belt 
of azure, worthy of a Sicilian sky. Pres- 
ently a cloud appeared in the azure belt, 
in the form of a castellated city. It be- 
came more vivid, revealing strange forms 
of peerless fanes and alabaster temples, 
and glories rare and grand in this mun- 
dane sphere. It reminds us of Words- 
worth’s splendid verse in his ‘Excursion’: 


“The appearance instantaneously disclosed 

Was of a mighty city, boldly say 

A wilderness of buildings, sinking far 

And self-withdrawn into a wondrous 
depth. 

Far sinking into splendor without end.’ 


But the city vanished only to give place 
to another isle, where the most beautiful 
forms of foliage appeared, imaging a Para- 
dise in the distant and purified air. The 
sun, wearied of the elemental commotion, 
sank behind the green plains of the west. 
The ‘great eye in heaven’ however, went 
not down without a dark brow hanging 
over its departing light. The rich flush 
of the unearthly light had passed and the 
rain had ceased: when the solemn Church 
bells pealed; the laughter of children, out 
in the air and joyous after the storm, is 
heard with the carol of birds; while the 
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forked and purple weapon of the skies still 
darted illuminations around the Starling 
College, trying to rival its angles and leap 
into the dark windows. ‘Candles are light- 
ed. The piano strikes up. We feel that 
it is good to have a home—good to be on 
earth where such revelations of beauty and 
power may be made. And as we cannot 
refrain from reminding our readers of 
everything wonderful in our city, we have 
begun and ended our feeble etching of a 
sunset which comes so rarely, that its glory 
should be committed to immortal type.” 


CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CONGRESS 


The following Christian Fellowship Con- 
gresses have been announced for March 1: 

Lebanon Classis: St. Mark’s Church, 
Lebanon. The five Reformed Church 
choirs will sing the “Gloria” from Mozart’s 
12th Mass. Addresses will be delivered 
by Rev. C. E. Creitz, D.D., and Mrs. 
J. M. Mengel. 

Philadelphia Classis: Oak Lane Church, 
66th Avenue and 7th Street. The music 
will be inspirational and Dr. C. E. Schaef- 
fer and Miss Greta P. Hinkle will be the 
speakers. Take the Broad Street Subway 
to Logan Station and transfer to an “O” 
Bus. Get off at 66th Avenue and 7th St. 

Spring City Church, Rev. Mr. Wilhelm, 
will direet.a massed group of Spring City 
and Royersford Reformed Choirs. They 
will sing the “Gloria” from Mozart’s 12th 
Mass. Rev. Mr. Ullrich and Mrs. John 
Lentz will be the speakers. 

Schuylkill Classis: St. 
Mahanoy City, and St. 
Schuylkill Haven, 


Paul’s 
John’s 


Church, 
Church, 
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A threat of an Opposition Parliament 
was heard in Germany, Feb. 10, when the 
Fascists and Nationalists walked out of 
the Reichstag. The occasion was their 
refusal to hear Foreign Minister Curtius 
deliver his long-awaited address on foreign 
policy. 

A eontribution from President Hoover 
of $7,500, or 10% of his annual salary of 
$75,000, toward the Red Cross $10,000,000 
drought relief fund, has been announced 
by Chairman John Barton Payne. 

A woman suffrage bill is before the diet 
in Tokyo. The measure would accord the 
vote at 25 years in only municipal and 
prefectural elections. 

The opening session of the first legally 
constituted Jewish National Assembly was 
held in Jerusalem Feb. 10. "To two Amer- 
icans, Nathan Straus and Louis Marshall, 
tributes were paid. The Assembly is not 
a political body but only a communal or- 
ganization and therefore it is not entitled 
to decide political issues. 

The agricultural lands bill, sponsored by 

the English government, passed by a vote 
of 282 to 226. This bill is one of the 
measures proposed for dealing with unem- 
ployment. 
’ President and Mrs. Hoover received con- 
gratulations on their 32nd wedding anni- 
versary Feb. 10. There was no celebra- 
tion and the day was spent like any other 
day. 

Mrs. Eleanora Emma Bliss, widow of 
General Tasker H. Bliss, one of the three 
generals in the World War, will receive a 
pension of $5,000 a year under a bill pass- 
ed by the Senate Feb. 10. 

Colonel William Rand, well-known attor- 
ney, who was judge advocate on General 
Pershing’s staff in France during _the 
World War, died Feb. 10 in New York 
City. He was 64. 


Thomas A. Edison celebrated his 84th 
birthday Feb. 11 at his winter home, Fort 
Myers, Fla. One of the events was a 
formal dedication of the $750,000 State 
highway bridge over the Caloosahatchee 
River, which bears the inventor’s name. 

Holding that convict labor is used in 
the production of lumber and pulpwood in 
four districts of the White Sea in Northern 
Russia, the Treasury Department has plac- 
ed an embargo on both products Feb. 10. 

President Hoover Feb. 10 signed the 
Wagner bill which provides for prepara- 
tions for a reserve of public construction 
in order that prompt measures may be 
taken to counteract unemployment in busi- 
ness depressions. 

Pope Pius XI broadcast a message in 
Latin on the occasion of the opening of 
the Vatican City’s new powerful radio sta- 
tion. It also marked the 9th anniversary 
of his coronation. 

Will Rogers’ comments on men and 
events brought $220,000 in his recent 
drought benefit tour of nearly three score 
cities in Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas. 

Centuries of Indian history were enact- 
ed in the ceremonies in connection with 
the inauguration Feb. 11 of India’s newly 
completed capital at New Delhi. 

Rey. Dr. Joseph F. Berry, 74, retired 
senior bishop of the Methodist Church, 
died at his home in Winter Park, Fla., 
Feb. 11. 

The House Ways and Means Committee 
Feb. 12 adopted unanimously a eompro- 
mise veterans’ bonus plan providing for in- 
creasing loans on the adjusted compensa- 
tion certificates of former service men 
from 2214% to 50% of their face value 
at a reduced rate of 444%. <A cost of 
#700,000,000 for the plan was computed on 
an estimate that 60% of the veterans would 
apply for loans. 

In a Lincoln Day address, broadcast by 
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radio over the country from Lineoln’s old 
study at the White House, President Hoo- 
ver stressed Lincoln’s obedience to law as 
the very foundation of our Republic. 

Sir Charles A. Parsons, inventor of the 
modern turbine and one of the world’s 
most famous shipping engineers, died on a 
West Indian cruise Feb. 12. 

American marines in Nicaragua will be 
reduced heavily in the next few months 
and withdrawn entirely after the Presiden- 
tial election of 1932, under a plan an- 
nounced recently by Secretary of State 
Stimson, 

Elihu Root, ex-secretary of State, cele- 
brated his 86th birthday Feb. 15 at his 
home in New York. 

According to the Department of Com- 
merce there are 62,363 movie houses in the 
world, 22,731 in this country. 

Miss Ruth Putnam, daughter of the late 
George Palmer Putnam, publisher, died at 
Geneva Feb. 13. Miss Putnam was the 
third of three sisters to die in Switzerland 
Within a year. She was 74, and a noted 
author, 


Alexander Legge, chairman of the Fed- 
eral Farm Board, will retire from that 
body after March 4 to resume the presi- 
dency of the International Harvester Co., 
from which he resigned in July, 1929, to 
head the Farm Board at the request of 
President Hoover. At the time Mr. Legge 
said he could not be absent from the com- 
pany more than a year. 


Controversy between the Senate and 
President Hoover ended Feb. 14 when the 
Senate and House adopted the Interior 
Department bill, carrying an appropria- 
tion of $20,000,000 for loans for farm re- 
habilitation, inclusive of food supplies for 
humans. The President signed the 
measure, 


The Berenguer Government of Spain has 
resigned and King Alfonso has accepted it. 
The King first called Sanchez Guerra, ex- 
rebel, as Premier, but he failed. 


A provisional scheme for the creation of 
an international bank for agricultural 
credits has resulted from one week’s study 
by a delegation appointed by the League 
of Nations’ financial committee. 

Major General Clarence R. Edwards, 
war-time commander of the 26th Division, 
died at Boston Feb. 14. He was 71. This 
division was the first volunteer organiza- 
tion to be sent to the World War. His 
burial took place at Arlington Cemetery. 

Edward P. Bradstreet, oldest graduate 
of Yale and nestor of the Ohio bar, died 
at his home in Cincinnati Feb. 14. He was 
100 years old. 

An experiment in tree planting, which 
the government began in Nebraska about 
50 years ago and which received a new 
impetus in 1902 when President Roosevelt 
organized the Nebraska National forest, is 
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being credited with the fact that while 
adjoining States were burning up with 
drought last summer, Nebraska was rais- 
ing a $600,000,000 crop. 

A Children’s Crusade for World Peace, 
endorsed by President Hoover, Vice Presi- 
dent Curtis, members of the Cabinet, offi- 
cers of the army and navy and leading 
men and women of the country, is to be 
undertaken by the United States Flag 
Association through its newly formed 
Women’s National Council, headed by Mrs. 
Hoover as honorary chairman, and includ- 
ing Mrs. Calvin Coolidge and Mrs. Wil- 
liam Howard Taft. Sixty girls and boys 
from all over the country will be chosen 
for this peace crusade. England and 
France are the countries to be visited this 
spring. In 1932 it is planned to make 
peace pilgrimages to other countries. 

The House of Representatives Feb. 16 
passed the veterans’ bonus loan bill by the 
overwhelming vote of 363 to 39. 

A movement has been started to abolish 
the custom of holding official funerals for 
members of Congress at government ex- 
pense. The average Congressional funeral 
eost from $1,200 to $1,500. 

The Finnish Presidential election Feb. 
16 resulted in a vietory for Premier Pehr 
Edwin Svinhufvud, who got 151 electoral 
votes against 149 for former President 
Kaarlo Juho Stahlberg. 

A treaty of arbitration and conciliation 
between the United States and Switzerland 
was signed Feb. 16 by Secretary of State 
Stimson and Mare Peter, the Swiss Min- 
ister. 

Walter Webster Manning, editor and 
publisher of “The Woman’s World,” died 
in New York City Feb. 16. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 


Our Home is still bathed with troubled 
waters. The measles epidemic has a good 
hold on us. There have been 34 cases up 
to the time of this writing. While the 
Infirmary has been placed under quaran- 
tine, Mrs. Gebhard, the head matron, who 
is also a trained nurse, has set up a dis- 
pensary in the Administration Building 
and daily visits all buildings to detect 
new cases. 

Our general foreman, Mr. Stiely, broke 
his arm and Mrs. Carbaugh, our matron 
of Santee Hall, had her hand badly burnt 
and torn in the mangle and is in the hos- 
pital. Mrs. Carbaugh has been a member 
of our family for almost 3 years and was 
just promoted to the position of head 
matron of Santee. 

Two of our high school girls, who will 
graduate this year, will continue their 
studies. Miss Francis Wenrich, of Pine 
Grove, has registered in the State Teach- 
ers’ College at Lock Haven in order to 
study to be a kindergarten teacher, and 
Miss Alice Mabry, of Reading, has regis- 
tered in the State Teachers’ College at 
Stroudsburg in order to take a physical 
education course. 

A representative of the Armstrong Lin- 
oleum Company, in Lancaster, has been 
engaged to lay linoleum floor coverings 
in the kitchens of Leinbach, Infirmary, 
Knerr, and Frick Cottages. It will be a 
big improvement and a much needed re- 
pair, and is being financed by the Ladies’ 
Committee. 
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(Continued from page 2) 


that inhere in God. Along with this was 
an emphasis on the power of prayer and 
of the divinely infused will to work won- 
ders even tpon the constitution and fune- 
tions of the body itself. 

There can be no doubt that the neglect 
of the full gospel by the Churches had 
something to do with attracting the weary, 
discouraged, sick people of the world to 
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Mrs. Eddy’s message. Mr. Powell bears 
eloquent testimony to the instances of 
mental, spiritual and even bodily reeon- 
struction he has witnessed under this gos- 
pel. He does not believe that one ean 
dismiss it with a wave of the hand as a 
cunning delusion. One gathers from the 
reading of the whole book that he thinks 
the Churches should make a careful study 
of Mrs. Eddy’s teachings and re-empha- 
size those parts that are really a part of 
the Christian gospel, while at the same 
time regarding with sympathetie attitude 
the attempt of Christian Science to em- 
phasize the spiritual in the midst of a 
world largely given over to materialistic 
philosophy. 
Frederick Lynch. 


“FORSAKE ME NOT, O GOD, 
IN OLD AGE” 


The “Messenger” recently published a 
plea for the Aged of the Reformed Church, 
praying for immediate financial assistance 
for the Home for the Aged of Upper San- 
dusky, Ohio. If you have not responded 
to this plea in a January issue of this 
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paper, please do not let this urgent request 
of our Aged pass without giving your hum- 
ble support. 

There is many a childless home that is 
willing to take an orphan boy or girl, give 
them a home or even adopt them, but to 
find a home for an old woman or old man 
is a different thing. As a rule, no one 
wants them. Therefore, the need of a 
Home for the Aged is evident; otherwise 
so many Homes would not have survived. 
We are an old Church, the oldest of Pro- 
testant denominations, and are obligated 
to support our institutions for the Aged. 
Especially the congregations of Midwest 
Synod, Ohio Synod and Northwest Synod 
are morally required to support our Home 
at Upper Sandusky, Ohio. 

It is sad when people in old age suffer 
spiritual shipwreck and are tempted to lose 
faith in man, in the Church, in religion, 
and in God, because they are dejected. 
Therefore, immediate financial support is 
necessary to inspire our residents in the 
Home with the courage and peace of mind 
of former days. 


Troy A. Dahn, Secty.-Treas., 
216 Hathaway St., Toledo, Ohio. 


0 C0 C0 nn 0 CESS TT Ss 6 Saas 


THE CHURCH SEK) [Gis 


0 — 0 Ge CO OW MOOK ) OO ——) O§ CD 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Third Sunday in Lent 
March 8, 1931 


The Good Samaritan 
Luke 10:25-37 


Golden Text: Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself. Leviticus 19:18. 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Question. 2. The 
Answer. 38. The Illustration. 


The episode of our lesson seems to be- 
long near the end of Jesus’ ministry. He 
was on His way from Bethany to Jeru- 
salem. Somewhere on this last journey 
the occasion arose which called forth the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. The scene 
may have been in a synagogue, since the 
hearers were seated. Jesus had spoken to 
the congregation, as was His wont. After 
the conclusion of His address He was ques- 
tioned by one of His hearers, according to 
the Jewish custom. 

I. The Question. “And, behold, a cer- 
tain lawyer stood up, and tempted Him, 
saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 

The questioner was one of the official 
expounders of the sacred law. He was a 
professional theologian of his day. And 
his question was most pertinent, if put in 
sincerity. It was one of the fundamental 
inquiries of religion. For the ultimate 
meaning of religion is to interpret life in 
its eternal relations. It is the quest of 
life eternal. 

But it is doubtful, to say the least, 
whether this questioning scribe was a sin- 
cere inquirer. He “tempted” Jesus. That 
is to say, he tested His proficiency as a 
teacher. His question has the ring of 
earnest and anxious inquiry, but it thinly 
veils the arrogance and hostility of a pro- 
fessional against an upstart. This scribe 
did not really seek new light on an old 
problem. He wished to humiliate Jesus 
publicly by a display of his own learning, 
and he hoped to ensare Him in some here- 
tical utterance. Conceit, not concern, lay 
behind it all, and the enmity of an official 
custodian of orthodoxy who suspected the 
teaching of Jesus. 

But, detached from these ignoble mo- 
tives, the question of the scribe is one of 
supreme importance and of perennial in- 
terest. Even the form in which it is put 


is instructive. The three words, “I,” “do,” 
and “inherit” suggest that the question of 
eternal life is a personal question, and, 
further, that eternal life is both a gift and 
a task. These facts are not always clear- 
ly grasped in our discussions of immortal- 
ity. But they are all essential to a Chris- 
tian coneeption of eternal life. 


It is the “I,” human personality, that is 
deathless. The Nirvana of Buddhism and 
the “immortality of influence” do not sat- 
isfy the deep yearning of the average mor- 
tal. He wants the assurance of continued 
existence beyond the tomb, which the gos- 
pel of Christ gives him. And, as Chris- 
tians, we believe that this immortal life of 
the human personality is both a divine 
gift and a human achievement. We “in- 
herit” it, and yet we must also attain it. 
We must “do” something about it, if we 
really want to possess it. 

Its very possibility is grounded in the 
character of God. Man is immortal by rea- 
son of his kinship with God. So we may 
very properly speak of immortality as an 
inheritance. It is our Father’s gift. It is 
the universal birthright of all His chil- 
dren to share the life abundant and eternal. 
But it is equally true that man must do 
something to enter into the inheritance 
which God’s love has provided for all. 
This richest gift does not, and cannot, fall 
into his lap automatically or mechanically. 
He must acquire it. Jesus has shown us 
the truth and the way. He has brought 
life and immortality into the light, through 
the gospel. He has shown us the kind of 
life that is immortal, and He bestows it 
upon all who follow Him. 

Immortality, then, is not to be thought 
of as being an endless quantity of exist- 
ence. It is not merely duration of life 
throughout eternity. It is a certain qual- 
ity of life, rather than an infinite quantity. 
Christlike life is immortal life. It is im- 
mortal because the essence of it is love. 
All other kinds of life contain within 
themselves the seeds of dissolution and 
death. Thus viewed, immortality is a hu- 
man task as well as a divine gift. 

And it is this aspect of the question that 
is being much emphasized today. Many, 
indeed, have shelved the whole problem, 
as a vain speculation. Their indifferent 
attitude is in striking contrast to that 
generally taken a generation or two ago. 


It may be said that, then, a vivid faith _ 
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in the future life inspired and controlled 
human conduct, either as a menace or as 
a promise. Today evil men are not re- 
strained from sin by the menace of hell, 
and hosts of good men do not get their 
imspiration for virtuous living from a hope 
of heaven. And one reason for this la- 
mentable loss of interest in a question of 
such vital importance is the confused and 
confusing teaching of fanaties and dog- 
matists concerning the Last Things, so- 
called. 

The scribe addressed his great question 
to Jesus. And to Him we also must go 
with our inquiries concerning eternal life. 
He is the answer to our questions. He 
offers no logical proof for immortality, and 
He gives us no theory of it. But He lived 
the immortal life day by day, and He 
sought to lead men into the practice of it. 
He made it a present possession, rather 
than a future hope. 

And, thus, our modern emphasis on the 
human aspect of immortality, as a task 
and an achievement, marks a return to 
the teaching of Jesus, and an abandonment 
of vain dogmatic speculations. It must 
not, of course, neglect the supreme truth 
that this human achievement has its 
ground in the character and will of God, 
and its goal in heaven. But we do well to 
give prominence to the neglected truth 
that eternal life is not something bestowed 
upon us after death, at the Great Assize of 
Judgment. It begins here and now, under 
the guidance of a gracious Father, and 
under the inspiration of our Elder Brother. 
Let men translate this practical answer to 
the question of immortality into daily 
living, and their theoretical doubts and 
denials will disappear. 

Il. The Answer. Jesus understood the 
insincere motive behind the lawyer’s unc- 
tuous question, but He was his match in 
astuteness. He made him answer his own 
inquiry. He said unto him, “What is writ- 
ten in the law? How readest thou?” And 
the professional teacher knew the answer, 
and gave it glibly, “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor 
as thyself.” And Jesus replied, “This do, 
and thou shalt live.’ Thus did the Master 
unmask and disarm His clumsy adversary. 

But He did more than this. In all His 
controversies Jesus was never content with 
clever repartee that more than parried the 
thrusts of His foes. Invariably He used 
the occasion to drive home some great 
truth. So here. First He made it evident 
to all that the seribe’s question was a mere 
quibble, because he knew the right an- 
swer himself. But He also made His cap- 
tious questioner confess the vital truth 
that love of God and man is the only way 
to eternal life. 

This great truth was one of the cardinal 
teachings of. Jesus. We recall that, on a 
similar oceasion, it was uttered still more 
explicitly (Mark 10:17). In the present in- 
stance the Master accepted the summary 
of the law as the sole and sufficient condi- 
tion of inheriting eternal life. “Thou hast 
answered right,” He said to the scribe. 
And, thus, according to the teaching of 
Jesus, the fundamental requirement for in- 
heriting eternal life is a character ground- 
ed in the love of God, and manifesting it- 
self in the love of man. 

- TIt. The Illustration. The shrewd scribe 
was balked in his endeavor to entrap 
Jesus, but he was still in the questioning 
mood. But now he was on the defensive. 
He desired to “justify himself,’ for his 
ready answer seemed to make his ques- 
tion superfluous. So he caught at the word 
“neighbor” to extricate himself from an 
uncomfortable position. He said to Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbor?” It was a 
diplomatic move, for the definition of 
neighbor was very uncertain. It had been 
the subject of many hair-spliting debates 
among Jewish theologians. 

We may well rejoice that the lawyer 
persisted in questioning Jesus. For his 
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second inquiry drew from the Master’s i 
lips one ot His most beautiful parables. i 
The story which Jesus told him was not At the Foot of the Rainbow 


a direct answer to his question. It was 
not a formal definition of the word “neigh- 
bor.” But it was a matchless illustration 
of the principle of eternal life, which the 
seribe had so glibly stated. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan is as 
simple as it is beautiful. Ordinarily Jesus 
did not localize His parables. But in this 
instance He named the road on which a 
certain traveler was waylaid. It led from 
Jerusalem to Jericho. This feature height- 
ened the effect of the story, for it was in, 
or near, Jericho, probably, that Jesus told 
it. And some of His hearers may have 
known the perils of that road from per- 
sonal experience. At any rate, the road 
had an evil reputation throughout Pales- 
tine. It was a highway, connecting the 
capital with Jericho, the home of many 
priests. And it was infested with robbers. 
Its wild gorges witnessed many a deed 
of violence. Jesus pictured a case that 
was quite typical of this “Ascent of Blood,” 
as the road was popularly called. 

A nameless traveler was robbed, mal- 
treated, and left half-dead. Presently a 
priest, and then a Levite, came down the 
road. Both were official representatives 
of the religion whose greatest law the 
scribe had so correctly stated. Both, more- 
over, came from the temple, where they 
had just professed their faith and prac- 
tised its rites. And, yet, these men, so 
perfect and punctilious in the theory of 
their religion, behaved with absolute in- 
humanity. They passed by on the other 
side of the waylaid man. 

Then came a Samaritan. According to 
seribal teaching the gates of eternal life 
were fast closed to this hated infidel and 
outcast. Yet he manifested a truer reli- 
gion than the guardians of orthodoxy. He 
acted more like an heir of eternal life than 
the ecclesiastics. He was moved with com- 
passion by the piteous spectacle of the 
wounded man, and he ministered to his 
needs with gentle and generous love. 

Thus ran Jesus’ story. It closed with 
a question to which only one answer was 
possible. Even the scribe was compelled 
to give the Samaritan the glory, though 
he could not bring himself to utter that 
odious name. But his reluctant reply was 
the correct answer to Jesus’ question. And 
it was also the real answer to his own 
question about eternal life. 

The Master said to him, “Go and do 
thou likewise.” That is the way to love 
your neighbor, and to inherit eternal life. 
And that is what He says to all who would 
live forever. Share the life of God which 
Jesus revealed to men. Love, as God loves. 
To love is to live. To hate is to die. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


March 8: What is the Church? 
Eph. 2:18-22; Rom. 12:4, 5 

Is it not strange that, although the 
Christian Church has been in existence for 
19 centuries, men should still inquire as 
to what it is? Moreover, it is the great- 
est institution in the world, has had the 
most remarkable history, has done more 
for civilization than any other organiza- 
tion in the world and yet—men are still 
raising the question, What is the Church? 
A clear-cut, universally accepted defini- 
tion of the Church has never been formu- 
lated. More loose thinking pertains to it 
than to any other institution in the world. 

Sometimes people think of it as the 
building in which men worship; sometimes 
as the group of people who gather in these 
temples; sometimes as a body of doctrine 
which men hold for truth. There are those 
who, not knowing its real nature and mis- 
sion, talk flippantly and foolishly about it 
or condemn it altogether and see no good 
in it. Again, there are those who identify 
the Chureh and the Kingdom of God and 
they make the one stand for the other. 
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Perhaps the best definition of the Church 
is, “the body of believers in Christ.” It 
is the fellowship of the followers of Jesus 
Christ. The Church is sometimes called 
“the body of Christ,” “the bride of Christ,” 
“The ground and pillar of the truth,” “the 
mother of us all,” “the fellowship of the 
saints.” The Church is an organization, 
but it is more than an organization. It is 
an organism. Now, the difference between 
these two words is quite apparent. An 
organism has the power of reproduction. 
It possesses an inner life which brings 
forth after its kind and which can adapt 
itself to its environment. An organization 
cannot do this. As an organism, however, 
the Chureh is organized. In a sense it is 
an institution, but it is more than an in- 
stitution. An institution is an established 
order for the purpose of standing for and 
accomplishing a certain end and purpose. 
The Church is such, but it is more than 
this. It is something that has a life within 
itself which has not been committed to it 
from without. 

The Church is the Society of Jesus on 
earth. It is the incarnate Christ. Just 
like God the Father incarnated Himself 
in Jesus and when men looked at Jesus 
they saw God, and Jesus did the works, 
the will of God, so now by the Holy Spirit 
Jesus has incarnated Himself in His 
Church. Therefore, it is called “the body 
of Christ.” It represents Christ, does His 
will and work in the world. Jesus as such 
is no more with us in the flesh but He is 
present in His Church and the Church, 
therefore, is the visible Christ in the world. 
Christ and the Church belong together. 
They are one and inseparable. People who 
say that they believe in Christ but not in 
the Chureh are talking nonsense. They 
know not what they say. The Church, 
therefore, is like Christ, divine and human. 
It is divine beeausce it had a divine origin, 
it has a divine mission, it deals with di- 
vine realities, with God, with Christ, with 
the Holy Spirit, with the Word of God. 
But it is also human. It is made up of 
human personalities. It has a human or- 
ganization, human limitations. Many peo- 
ple see only this human side of the Chureh 
and therefore sit in judgment over it. On 
its human side it is not perfect. It holds 
the heavenly treasure in earthen vessels. 

The Church is a fellowship. There is a 
bond which unites all believers into a 
family. While it is composed of indi- 
viduals it is much more than so many units. 
In the creed we say we believe in the one 
holy, Catholic, Apostolic Church. There 
are here four facts about the Church clear- 
ly indicated. 

It is one. There is only one Church. 
There are not many Churches. There are 
many denominations, many congregations, 
but only one Church, 

Tt is holy. It is so because the Holy 
Spirit dwells within it. Its members must 
be filled with the spirit of holiness, and its 
officers and ministrations are holy. 


It is Catholic. That is to say, it is uni- 
versal. It is a society that includes all 
who believe in Jesus regardless of time or 
space, color or class. 


It is Apostolic. It had its origin in the 
time of the Apostles, but it must also en- 
shrine and bring forth the Apostolie prin- 
ciple. An Apostle is one “sent forth” with 
a commission. The Church is not an asso- 
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Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. _The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, ineluding thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Seience 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 


HENRY H. APPLE, D.'D., LL. D., 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 
GeorceE L. OmwakeE, LL. D., President 


Offers instruction providing a liberal 
education and special preparation for the 
ministry, religious education, law, public 


service, medicine, teaching, physical 
education, social service and business. 
Expenses held to a minimum. Freshman 


class limited to 200. Members of the 
Reformed Church advised to enroll early. 


For information address 
FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 


Collegeville Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8S. T. D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


~ Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 


Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
IIOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


CH UR GH 


ciation of people who seek to promote cer- 
tain theories or practices, but it is sent 
into the world to create the ‘Christlife 
everywhere. This is its missionary char- 
acter and the mission of the Church is to 
go forth and fulfill the will of Christ. 

If such is the Church then we must 
love it and give ourselves for it even as 
Christ Himself did. We should identify 
ourselyes with it and heart in heart and 
hand in hand with other followers of 
Christ seek to make His way and will 
operative in the world. 

The Chureh is here as a constant wit- 
ness for Christ and to make a spiritual 
impact upon all relations of life. It is 
here to extend the inearnation of Christ 
into all the world, so that He may be all 
in all. It is a glorious Chureh and is he- 
coming more glorious as time moves on. 


OB TT Ura, 


MRS. TSUNE DEMURA CALLED HOME 


On January 8 in Sendai, Japan, occurred 
the death of one of the graduates of 
Miyagi College, whose life and death alike 
were a beautiful testimony to the splendor 
of Christian womanhood. She became a 
Christian while in our Girls’ School, was 
a good and faithful student, graduated 
from the Bible Course and did excellent 
service as a Bible Woman, Sunday School 
teacher and pastor’s assistant, for a num- 
ber of years. Then she came to America 
and married the Rey. G. Demura to whom 
she had been promised several years be- 
fore, and with him made a happy home 
in Pasadena, where Mr. Demura was pas- 
tor of the Union Japanese Chureh. In the 
winter of 1917-18 this young couple spent 
a year in Lancaster, Pa., while Mr. 
Demura studied in our Theological Semi- 
nary. Since 1919 the two have worked 
together for Christ and the Church in the 
City of Sendai, their lives blessing many 
boys and girls in our schools, and many 
of the citizens of Sendai. They were ideal- 
ly mated and their home was a model of 
what a Christian home should be. They 
were beloved alike by their Japanese and 
American associates, to all of whom the 
announcement of the death of Mrs. Demura 
brings a keen sense of personal loss and 
grief. 

Some years ago, while they were living 
in the U. S., a certain American lady said 
to the writer: “My life had so many trials 
and disappointments that I had almost lost 
my faith, but it has been revived by seeing 
the reality of the faith of Mr. and Mrs. 
Demura.” 

A letter from the pen of Paul L. Gerhard 
brings the story of the ending of her earth- 
ly life in peace, steadfast faith, and glori- 
ous hope: 

“Before this reaches you, you will have 
learned of Mrs. G. Demura’s sickness and 
of her going Home. You will grieve deep- 
ly at the loss of this dear friend, as we all 
do, but I hope that you too can have some 
of the feeling of rejoicing that we here 
all have as we think of her beautiful, 
useful life and of her triumphant vietory 
over death, and her calm, trustful cross- 
ing over into the ‘Other Room.’ 

“At the end, her trouble was her heart 
and she grew worse rather rapidly. For 
several days hefore her death she and her 
friends knew that there was no longer any 
human hope. In the hearts of all there 
was a prayer that if it were possible she 
might be spared, but at 9.20 on Jan. 8 
deatk came quietly and peacefully. 

“Of the beauty of her life and of her 
devotion to Mr, Demura and to all their 
common tasks, and of her unswerving loy- 
alty to Christ and her work for Him, I do 
not need to write to you. I have never 
known of any one whose life on earth clos- 
ed more beautifully. All her thoughts were 
of her loved ones and friends. Mr. Demura 
told us, ‘In my weakness, I said to her 
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Send for illustrated catalogue. 
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Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N.C. 


offers annuity contracts which provide 
six to eight per cent income during the 
life of one or two annuitants. A large in- 
come without trouble, worry or risk, plus 
the satisfaction of helping in a great cause. 


Let Your Gift to Catawba 
Pay You a Life Income. 


Write for booklet of information. 


ELMER R. HOKE, Ph.D., President 
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A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 
College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 
Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 


an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
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During the College year 1929-30 Heidelberg had 
sixteen debates with other colleges and won ten 
of them; one hundred and twenty-four debates in 
twenty-three years—eighty-mine victories and thirty- 
five defeats. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


that I wanted to follow her soon, but she 
told me, “No, you are needed here to work 
for Christ, for the Church and the School. 
Now you must work for both of us” And 
he told us, ‘I promised her I would work 
twice as hard. She asked him to take 
care of himself and work as long as he 
could, but she said, ‘Then when you come, 
I will come to meet you. 
your face,’ 


“Mr, and Mrs. Demura had helped a 
young man named Fukugawa to find Christ 
and after his death had led the parents 
into a living faith. She had this father 
and mother called to her bedside, told them 
that soon she would see their sen and ask- 


Tl never forget — 
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ed them for messages for him. In every 
way she showed perfect trust and faith. 
It was the ideal Christian home-going. 
When death came on Thursday evening, 
she just quietly went to sleep with her 
face lighted up with joy. One who saw 
her beautiful death said he knew the 
angels were there to weleome her, The 
funeral was held on Sunday afternoon, 
Jan. 11, in the Academy Chapel of North 
Japan College, a large congregation filling 
the Chapel. Mr. Konto conducted the serv- 
ice, Mr. Akiho read the Seripture and of- 
fered prayer, Mr. Kanaya read the record 
of her life and included in it a beautiful 
tribute to her personality and work. Mr. 
Akaishi preached the sermon, (These four 
are graduates of our school and life-long 
friends of the Demuras.) The text was 
‘Well done, good and faithful servant; 
thou hast been faithful over a few things; 
I will set thee over many things. Enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.’ The 
preacher spoke very feelingly of Mrs. De- 
mura’s life and work: saying that she per- 
haps would say that she was not a five- 
talent person, but that all who knew her 
knew that all her talents to their fullest 
limit were consecrated to Christ and His 
service. He spoke too of the victory, of 
the triumph of her death. All her friends 
have been deeply impressed by this. When 
you return to Sendai you will not find her 
here in person, but I know that you will 
find that through lives she has touched 
and helped she is still living on here, and 
when we too go on to the ‘Other Room,’ 
she will be there waiting for us, one more 
friend to give us weleome, When I gave 
Mr. Demura our sympathy, I told him I 
knew we were speaking also for you and 
for mother and for other friends in Amer- 
ica. Her death is a great loss, as we see 
things here, but what a splendid end of 
life here and beginning of life in the home 
above!” 
Mary E. Gerhard. 
Lancaster, Pa. 


MRS. J. H. NEIDIGH 


Mrs. Neidigh, familiarly known as 
Mother Neidigh, passed away at her home 
at Struble, near State College, Pa., on 
Jan. 17, of the infirmities of age. She had 
been confined to bed during the past year, 
though without a pain or an ache, and had 
reached the age of 84 years, 4 months, and 
16 days. She was the oldest lady in the 
Pine Hall Reformed Church, of which she 
was a member for 72 years, engaged in all 
its activities and Sunday School work, and 
faithful to the end. She was the daughter 
of George and Kathryn Rhodes Kuster- 
border, pioneer settlers of White Hall, 
where she was born and reared. At the 
age of 19, she was married to John Henry 
Neidigh by the Rey. W. H. Groh. With 
the exception of 3 years of frontier life in 
Michigan, Mr. and Mrs. Neidigh lived near 
her birthplace and enjoyed marital happi- 
ness for 65 years. During war times, Mrs. 
Neidigh aided in the farm work and was 
endowed with wonderful strength and en- 
durance. She was a devoted wife and 
mother and kind and obliging neighbor 
and will be sadly missed in the Church 
and her wide circle of friends. 

She was the mother of 10 children, 5 
sons and 5 daughters, of whom the fol- 
lowing survive: N. C. Neidigh, of State 
College; J. D., of Pine Hall; J. Calvin, of 
Altoona; Mrs. Anna Garner, of State Col- 
lege; Mrs. Curt Cronemiller, of Patton; 
Mrs. John Lytel, of Juniata; Mrs. Clyde 
Fishburn, State College; Mrs. John Hoy, 
with whom she resided at Struble; and 
Will and Frank Neidigh. She is also sur- 
vived by 24 grandchildren and 13 great- 
grandchildren. 


Services at the house and in the Church | 


were in charge of her pastor, Rev. Howard 
L. Wink. Six of her grandsons were the 
pallbearers. Interment was made by the 
side of her husband in Pine Hall Cemetery. 
It was a complete and blessed life, and in 
her small village, for many years, she 
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MRS. WM. H. McNAIRY 


Mrs. William H. MeNairy, wife of the 
Rev. W. H. MeNairy, the superintendent 
of our Nazareth Orphans’ Home at Rock- 
well, N. C., passed into the life eternal 
Jan, 29. She beeame ill Jan. 24, and was 
taken to the hospital in Salisbury, N. ©., 
where a major operation was performed. 

Elizabeth Miller was a daughter of the 
Daniel’s Reformed Chureh in Lincoln 
County. In that small rural Church she 


was instructed in the Christian faith and 
nurtured in a godly way of life. In June, 
1895, she came to the altar with the Rev. 
William H. MeNairy, a young minister 
of the Reformed Church, to be joined with 
him in holy wedlock. And for more than 
35 years she accompanied him in a wide 
ministry in the North Carolina Classis: in 
Davidson, in Rowan, in Cabarrus, in Cald- 
well, in Lincoln, and in Catawba Counties. 
And then, for more than 7 years she has 
given her life to the Nazareth Orphans’ 
Home. 

Mrs. MeNairy was one of the organizers 
of the Classical Missionary Society, and 
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attended the annual sessions. The last Peeler conducted the service. The service Koons conducted the service. The body 


rites 


were conducted in the Bethany was continued in Daniel’s Reformed was blanketed with many choice flowers, 


Church, within sight of the Orphans’ Home, Church, and burial was in the family plot, the tokens of affection and esteem of a 
of which Church she was a devoted mem- where lhe the bodies of her parents and large company of people to whom she min- 


ber. 


Revs. L. O. Carbaugh, pastor, H. A. her daughter. Revs. W. C. Lyerly, John istered. Besides her husband, one son an@ 


M. Holshouser, J. D. Andrew, and Shuford C. Peeler, C. C. Wagoner and John A. one daughter survive. 
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